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Sister Simone Campbell
Many know Sister Simone Campbell, 
a Sister of Social Service, as the “nun 
on the bus.” But long before the 
famous bus tour began, before the 
media attention, before the countless 
awards, Sister Simone was working for 
the poor and marginalized of society. 

Early Life
Born Mary in October 1945, Campbell 
grew up in Long Beach, California 
and credits the convergence of 
Vatican II, her Catholic upbringing, 
her education from the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Sisters, the Civil 
Rights Movement and witnessing 
discrimination in Los Angeles for her 
interest in social justice: “When I was 
a teenager, in the late ‘60s, there had 
been progress nationwide on civil 
rights, but there was still a fair amount 
of discrimination going on in L.A. I 
went to a Catholic school, and the 
sisters who taught us really valued 
civil rights. So I always thought that 
caring for what happened to those 
that were left out was part of being a 
Christian, part of following Jesus and 
the Gospel.”1   

Every summer since she was ten, 
Sister Simone and her sister Katy, 
who died of Hodgkin’s lymphoma 
at the age of 20, attended Camp 
Mariastella. “It was a magical thing, 
gathering kids from all across the Los 
Angeles area, and from across all sorts 
of boundaries. It was through that 

camp that I became friends with two 
girls named Lourdes and Jennifer. I 
was from a tract house in Long Beach, 
Jennifer was from tony Bel Air, and 
Lourdes was a Latina from East L.A. 
We visited each other during the 
school year, and it was my first real 
experience of economic and social 
difference. But we were buddies, 
connected in friendship that erased 
differences that might otherwise have 
been insurmountable.” 2

It was at Camp Mariastella that Sister 
Simone was introduced to the Sisters 
of Social Service. 

A Sister of Social Service
Sister Simone describes her path to 
religious life as “organic.” When she 
went off to college, she became more 
active in the civil rights movement 
and realized that she wanted to make 
a deeper commitment to the Gospel 
and social justice:  “What I discovered 
during this time was that I didn’t just 
want to share the goals of justice. I 
wanted to have a community where 
I could share the reasons we were 
doing this. And the Sisters of Social 
Service seemed like the perfect fit.”3

The Sisters of Social Service were 
founded in Hungary in 1923 by 
Margaret Slachta “with the purpose 
of bringing the old traditional form 
of religious commitment from the 
heart of the desert into the center of 
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“All of creation 
is one body. And 
I’m only just a 
little piece of it. 
But the freedom 
of knowing that 
means I just have 
to do my part.” 

-Sr. Simone 
Campbell



life and this way to respond to the 
personal and social needs of our 
modern world.”

Slachta, the first woman to serve 
in the Hungarian Parliament, 
had been inspired by Pope Leo 
XIII’s landmark encyclical Rerum 
Novarum, which used the Gospel 
and Church teaching to engage 
the economic realities of the early 
20th century and set precedent for 
Catholic Social Teaching. 

It was their mission that 
commitment to justice that drew 
Sister Simone to the community: 
“The Sisters of Social Service were 
founded with a mission to be active 
in the world, a force for justice, and 
that got them in trouble, but I liked 
that. Jesus for me has always been 
about justice, and in those days 
justice was on everybody’s minds, 
on everyone’s lips.”4

And so in her first semester at 
college, at the age of 18, Sister 
Simone entered the community. 
Taking final vows in 1973, she 
adopted the name “Simone” after 
Saint Peter. Sister Simone reflects 
on the experience of choosing her 
religious name:

“I had always had a great affection 
for Saint Peter; I love the story when 
Jesus calls Peter, amid a storm on 
the Sea of Galilee, to leap out of 
the boat, to trust him to keep him 
safe. And Peter, great and flawed 
Simon Peter, jumps over the side. In 
most women’s orders at the time, a 
new novice was assigned the name 
of a male saint, but we always had 
feminine names. We were allowed 
to propose our own names so I 
tweaked Simon to make it Simone. 
That’s how I’ve been called ever 
since, and I am still enthusiastic, like 
my namesake, still making mistakes, 
still overextending, and still leaping 
out of boats— and on some days 
fully trusting in the call. I pray I 

always will.”5

An Attorney
In the fall of 1969, Sister Simone’s 
superiors sent her to Portland, 
Oregon to work as a religious 
education consultant for the 
Archdiocese. While there, Sister 
Simone helped organize for tenant-
rights legislation. It was during 
a heated exchange with a state 
legislator that she realized she 
wanted to be an attorney. Sister 
Simone recalls, “the legislator 
asked me some question I didn’t 
know the answer to. I hate power 
imbalance; I hate not knowing 
something. I realized if I liked doing 
that work I needed to get more 
training – I needed to be a lawyer 
so I could argue back.” 6

After returning to California to 
profess final vows, Sister Simone 
argued her case for becoming 
an attorney with the community 
and entered law school at the 
University of California – Davis, 
near Sacramento. She graduated in 
1977.

While in law school, Sister Simone 
was most interested in her research 
on addressing the unmet legal 
needs of working-poor people and 
had used the opportunity of school 
project to design a community 
law center that would meet those 
needs. In 1978, equipped with a 
rotary phone in her community’s 
telephone closet, $100 that one 
of her fellow sisters had donated 
from her 25th jubilee gifts,  and the 
backing of a handful of parishes, 
Sister Simone founded the 
Community Law Center to serve the 
legal needs of the working poor in 
Oakland, California. A few months 
later she was joined by paralegal 
Sister Marion Donahue, a Sister of 
St. Joseph of Carondolet, and in 
a year the pair was able to afford 
office space in Oakland. 

Sister Simone led the Community 
Law Center for the next 18 years, 
growing the organization to include 
six attorneys, six paralegals and 
staff. Reflecting on her time, work, 
and the people there, Sister Simone 
writes, “These experiences are 
nourishing for me because being 
with real people and dealing with 
real issues is sacred. They shared 
their pain with me and by doing 
so gave me an invaluable gift of 
hope.”7

But after 18 years Sister Simone 
began to realize her departure 
from the center was necessary. As 
she watched other staff members 
give birth and take maternity leave 
she realized that she too needed 
a time off  “to give birth to a new 
idea, and to get away from the 
hard cases and the kind of personal 
threats that were part of the job but 
that still took a toll.”8 

A Zen Practitioner
Just as Sister Simone was 
discerning what she would do next, 
her community and the Holy Spirit 
answered the question for her and 
she was elected to be the general 
director of her community in June 
of 1995. It was a difficult adjustment 
for the accomplished attorney who 
had spent the last 18 years honing 
and developing legal skills that 
didn’t necessarily always translate 
into leading a religious community. 
According to Sister Simone, “It was 
this adjustment that became the 
grist of my spiritual life.” Criticized 
for being “too corporate,” Sister 
Simone learned to be more of a 
spiritual leader and to deepen 
her already active spiritual life: 
“Because of the criticism during 
my term as general director, and 
because I deepened my meditation 
practice, I came to know God in a 
totally different way.“

At the end of her five-year term as 



general director, Sr. Simone went 
on a year-long sabbatical in 2000. 
In September of that year she 
travelled to Tucson, Arizona, to 
make a seven-week retreat with Fr. 
Pat Hawk, a Redemptorist priest 
who had been trained in Zen 
meditation. Though Sister Simone 
had been introduced to Zen 
meditation at community retreat in 
the 1980s and practiced since, her 
time in Tucson was an awakening 
for her.

Sister Simone recalls her final 
days in Tuscon: I said in my mind: 
I’ll miss you, God . . . but you are 
EVERYWHERE. I was thinking of 
God as being in all locations. But 
what came back to me, inside of 
me like a thunderclap, was NO! 
Simone! I AM everywhere. In 
that moment I knew that God is 
the “hum” that holds all creation 
together at every moment of 
existence. God is intimately 
connected and never separate. 
God IS us (but we are not God). 
It is this insight into God’s living 
reality that keeps me engaged in 
this journey. We are not separate, 
we are not orphaned.”  9

Sister Simone describes that 
realization as freeing: “Well, to 
know that we’re one body. All 
of creation is one body. And I’m 
only just a little piece of it. But the 
freedom of knowing that means I 
just have to do my part.” 

And it’s a message that she’s been 
trying to spread ever since.

A NETWORKer
At the end of her sabbatical, 
another sister approached Sister 
Simone about leading Jericho, 
an organization founded by 
the Sisters of Social Ministry for 
legislative advocacy on behalf 
of those living on the margins in 
California, and she accepted the 
position. 

In November 2012, after a day 
of lobbying, Sr. Simone returned 
to her office at Jericho to 
discover a voicemail from Sister 
of Mercy, Kathy Thornton, the 
executive director of NETWORK, 
asking her if she’d travel with 
her to Iraq as a member of a 
peace delegation. Though she 
had done much to lobby and 
advocate against the war in 
Iraq, Sr. Simone was hesitant to 
respond at first. But with just 48 
hours to decide she discerned 
along with her community and 
the president of the board at 
Jericho that she should go. 
Sister Simone recalls overcoming 
her fears: “The two things that 
shut down the contemplative 
life, as we know from the story 
of the Transfiguration, are fear 
and grasping. And so I’ve come 
to describe my spirituality as 
“walking willing.” I have to be 
willing to go where the Spirit 
leads.” 10

Upon returning home , Sister 
Simone continued to lead Jericho 
by day but spend much of her free 
time traveling the West Coast to 
speak about her experiences in 
Iraq and to advocate for peace. 

In 2004, Sr. Simone was asked by 
NETWORK’s interim executive 
director to apply for the position. 
In August she accepted the 
position and began her tenure 
there on November 1st. 

NETWORK was first envisioned 
in December 1971 by a group of 
47 Catholic Sisters from around 
the U.S. who gathered at Trinity 
College in Washington DC to 
shape a new ministry of justice. 
At that time, the Catholic Church 
was undergoing dramatic changes 
in response to Vatican II reforms 
and calls from the Vatican and U.S. 
Bishops to seek “Justice in the 
World.” Women religious boldly 

“In that moment I knew 
that God is the ‘hum’ 
that holds all creation 

together at every 
moment of existence. 

God is intimately 
connected and never 

separate. God IS us 
(but we are not God). 

It is this insight into 
God’s living reality that 

keeps me engaged in 
this journey. We are not 

separate, we are not 
orphaned.”  

 
- Sr. Simone Campbell



joined in the waves of civil rights, 
feminist and anti-war activism that 
were sweeping the U.S. 

During that weekend meeting, 
the Catholic sisters voted to form 
a national “network” of Sisters 
to lobby for federal policies and 
legislation that promote economic 
and social justice. To get their 
organization off the ground, they 
passed a bag and collected $187, 
and in April 1972 they opened a 
two-person office in Washington.

Over the next forty years, 
NETWORK gained the attention 
and respect of those on Capital Hill. 
NETWORK’s first home and staff 
residence served as a center for 
Washington-area Catholic justice 
and peace activism, with Saturday-
night liturgies that drew activists 
from near and far. They hosted 
famous legislative seminars that 
drew hundreds of participants and 
presenters including prominent 
members of Congress. 

And in January 2001 while honoring 
Sr. Carol Coston, a founding sister 
and first executive director of the 
organization, with the Presidential 
Citizen’s Medal, President Clinton 
noted that “… she helped create 
NETWORK, a national Catholic 
lobby that has mobilized thousands 
of nuns and lay people to fight for 
social progress in South Africa, for 
women’s rights and for economic 
justice. She helped to win passage 
of the Community Reinvestment 
Act, which has led to billions of 
dollars in investment in our inner 
cities…” 11

Sister Simone’s first major success 
as executive director of NETWORK 
came in the summer of 2008. 
NETWORK and Catholics in 
Alliance for the Common Good 
hosted a Convention for the 
Common Good in Philadelphia. 
More than 800 delegates from 35 
states representing 16 different 

Catholic organizations attended 
the convention. Together the 
organizations and delegates crafted 
and endorsed a platform. The top 
five issues issues were: health-care 
reform, the economy, immigration 
reform, peace building in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, and the environment.

Those five issues would become 
NETWORK’s priorities for the next 
several years. 

The first issue to be taken up in 
Congress was health care reform. 
Informed by the documents of 
Catholic Social Teaching, which 
had consistently upheld health 
care as a fundamental human right, 
NETWORK had been advocating 
for health care reform since its 
inception in 1972 and because of 
expertise, experience and faith 
had a unique voice to bring to the 
conversation. NETWORK wanted to 
use its influence on Capitol Hill to 
ensure an affordable and accessible 
healthcare system. Sister Simone 
writes, “Our goal was to pass a 
health-care reform bill of significant 
scope that would begin to reform 
the ramshackle, unjust system that 
had existed for decades and that 
was growing more untenable and 
unaffordable every year.”12

In March of 2010, after a long and 
tumultuous process, which included 
a debate on how to best prevent 
tax-payer funded abortions, a bill 
was about to come up for a vote. 
Sister Carol Keehan, president of 
the Catholic Health Association, 
which represents more than 
600 Catholic hospitals around 
the country, issued a statement 
in support of passing the bill. 
While acknowledging that the bill 
wasn’t “perfect,” the statement 
characterized the bill as “a major 
first step.” 13  

Satisfied that the bill prevented 
taxpayer-funded abortions and in 
response to Keehan’s statement, 

Sister Simone and NETWORK 
drafted a sign-on letter also 
supporting passage of the bill. 
That letter was distributed and 
signed by more than 50 members 
the Leadership Conference of 
Women Religious, an association 
of the leaders of congregations of 
Catholic women religious in the 
United States.  

The bill was passed on March 21st 
and signed into law March 23rd. 
Many have cited the sign-on letter 
as a critical factor in its passage. 
With healthcare reform passed, 
Sister Simone set NETWORK’s 
sights on other priorities: the 
widening-income gap and 
unemployment. 

A Nun on the Bus
In January of 2012, recognizing that 
the federal budget would play an 
important part in either reducing 
or expanding the income gap and 
the unemployment rate, NETWORK 
collaborated with the interfaith 
community to draft a so-called 
“faithful” budget to hold up as 
a model. The group held prayer 
vigils and wrote petitions, but was 
gaining little traction. 

Coincidentally NETWORK 
celebrated its 40th Anniversary 
on April 14, 2012. And as the 
anniversary passed and as the 
budget debate went on Sister 
Simone struggled with the 
question, ‘How do we get the 
word out?’ about NETWORK’s 
anniversary and its mission and 
current endeavors. 

Little did Sister Simone know 
that the Vatican was investigating 
NETWORK and the Leadership 
Council of Women Religious, in part 
for their role in passing health care 
reform. 

 “And then four days later, the 
Vatican answered our prayer by 
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naming our little organization in 
the censure of the Leadership 
Conference of Women Religious,” 
14  Sister Simone recalls. “It seemed 
like a great convergence to have 
this notoriety used for the sake of 
our mission.” 15

No one remembers who first 
suggested it, but the “Nuns on 
the Bus” tour to promote a just 
and moral federal budget tour was 
launched. And soon Sister Simone 
was bringing national attention 
to NETWORK and its mission of 

promoting social justice.

Since launching the tour Sister 
Simone has done hundreds of print, 
radio and television interviews; 
appeared in documentaries such 
as Radical Grace and Nuns on the 
Bus – The Movie!;  and presented 
at the Democratic National 
Convention. Because of her work 
with NETWORK, Sister Simone has 
been the recipient of numerous 
peace and justice awards including 
the Association of U.S. Catholic 
Priests’ John XXIII Award and the 

Pacem in Terris Award, named 
for John XXIII’s encyclical of the 
same name. Bishop Martin Amos 
of Davenport, who presented her 
with the award said, “ Sr. Simone 
is someone who really exemplifies 
the purpose of Pacem in Terris and 
raises awareness of social concerns 
in many different areas…I feel she 
will challenge us to grow in our 
awareness of many issues.” 16 

The word got out. 

1 Lichter-Marck, Rose. “Rookie.” Rookie. N.p., 20 Dec. 2012. 
2-10,12  Campbell, Sister Simone (2014-04-15). A Nun on the Bus: How All of Us Can Create Hope, Change, and Community
HarperCollins.
11http://networklobby.org/about-us/history
13http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/03/18/AR2010031802456.html
14http://www.onbeing.org/program/simone-campbell-how-to-be-spiritually-bold/7654
15http://billmoyers.com/2012/06/27/sister-simone-campbell-on-what-drives-nuns-on-the-bus/
16http://globalsistersreport.org/news/equality/simone-campbell-get-peace-award-8371
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Questions 
for Reflection & Discussion on the 
Witness of Sister Simone Campbell
What were your thoughts, feelings or reactions as you read Sr. Simone’s story?

How is Sister Simone a Witness of Mercy for you?

Sister Simone writes, “The Sisters of Social Service were founded with a mission to be 
active in the world, a force for justice, and that got them in trouble, but I liked that.” 
What risks are you willing to take in the pursuit of social justice. 

Reflecting on her time at the Community Law Center, Sister Simone writes, “These 
experiences are nourishing for me because being with real people and dealing 
with real issues is sacred. They shared their pain with me and by doing so gave me 
an invaluable gift of hope.” As you go about your work, vocation, or ministry what 
experiences or people nourish you? What is the gift that they give?

Sister Simone speaks of all of creation being one body and that everyone has a part 
to play. Reflecting on your gifts and abilities, what part are you called to play?

Sister Simone characterizes her spirituality as “walking willing.” This spirituality led 
her to Iraq and eventually to her work at NETWORK. When have you “walked willing” 
into new territory? What happened? Where are you being called to “walk willing” 
today?

Sister Simone and NETWORK used the occasion of the Vatican censure of the LCWR 
to spread their work on a “Faithful Budget,” by launching Nuns on the Bus. What 
opportunities are presenting themselves to you to spread the mission/message of 
social justice? How can you use them?
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Sister Simone Campbell 
In Her Own Words
On what being Catholic Means to Her:
“To me it’s that amazing history of spiritual practice, social engagement, witnessing to the fact that Jesus 
lives in our world now and says that there is enough if we share. The miracle of the loaves and fishes — 
one of the accounts says 5,000 men ate.  Well, the reason they only counted the men was the women and 
children knew it was the women who had brought all the food! Only the guys thought it was a miracle, the 
women knew it was about breaking bread and sharing it. This isn’t biblical — this is just my interpretation 
of it, but to me the miracle was sharing.”1

On the role of women in the Church: 
“Currently there are no women in significant decisionmaking positions in the Vatican. There are few 
in dioceses around the world. Our church has lagged in the acknowledgment of the role of women in 
shaping faith traditions and as leaders of prayer. In that institutional lag, many of us in religious life and 
our nonvowed sisters have found ways of supporting each other. The fact is that women are leading by 
example and witness to the Gospel in their lives and not within the formalized power structure, and that 
power structure has lost out from not having significant contributions of women.”2

On her favorite mystic:
“Oh, how could it not be Hildegard? I mean, she got excommunicated three times and then gets made a 
saint and a doctor of the church. I mean, really. I mean, really. I mean — and then I wonder did they really 
read her writings? Well, she wrote all about the feminine of God. It was fabulous.”3
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For me, the focus of our 
efforts at NETWORK was all 
about empowering people, 
getting people to raise 
their voices. It’s about the 
Constitution, about “We the 
People.” I was trying to get 
people to engage, to stop 
being such couch potatoes. 
Couch potatoes drive me 
crazy.
 - Sr. Simone Campbell

The Call to Family, Community 
& Participation How all of us can 
create hope, change, and community
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Introduction

A constitutive component of Sister Simone’s understanding 

of and preaching of the Gospel is that everyone -- individuals, 

families, communities, organizations, and governments -- 

must play their part in building a more just society. 

This conviction is also a key theme of Catholic Social 

Teaching: The Call to Family, Community and Participation. 

This key theme holds that, created in the image and 

likeness of a Triune God, the person is not only sacred but 

also inherently social. Living in community is an essential 

expression of who we are. 

But community isn’t something that just happens. Catholic 

Social Teaching and Scipture proclaim that each person 

has both the right and the obligation to particpate society, 

seeking  together the common good and well-being of all, 

but especially the poor and  vulnerable.  

In November 2002, the United State Bishops issued the 

pastoral reflection, “A Place at the Table: A Catholic 

Recommitment to Overcome Poverty and to Respect the 

Dignity of All God’s Children” which relies heavily on this key 

theme of Catholic Social Teaching.   
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Quotes from “A Place at the Table” on the Call to Family, Community and Participation

• A table is where people come together for food. For many, there is not enough food and, in 

some cases, no table at all.

• A table is where people meet to make decisions—in neighborhoods, nations, and the global 

community. Many people have no place at the table. Their voices and needs are ignored or 

dismissed.

• As Catholics, we must come together with a common conviction that we can no longer 

tolerate the moral scandal of poverty in our land and so much hunger and deprivation in our 

world. As believers, we can debate how best to overcome these realities, but we must be 

united in our determination to do so. Our faith teaches us that poor people are not issues or 

problems but sisters and brothers in God’s one human family.

• In the Catholic tradition, concern for the poor is advanced by individual and common action, 

works of charity, efforts to achieve a more just social order, the practice of virtue, and the 

pursuit of justice in our own lives. It requires action to confront structures of injustice that leave 

people poor. Individual believers are called to be generous in sharing what we have with those 

in need and to promote justice through the choices we make in our families, schools, and 

workplaces, and through our participation in social and economic life. 

• Our efforts to serve and stand with the poor recognize and build on the essential roles and 

responsibilities of four institutions. In a sense, the table we seek for all rests on these four 

institutions, or legs: (1) what families and individuals can do, (2) what community and religious 

institutions can do, (3) what the private sector can do, and (4) what the government can do to 

work together to overcome poverty.

• A first leg of the table is what families and individuals are called to do. Every person has a 

responsibility to respect the dignity of others and to work to secure not only their own rights 

but also the rights of others.

• A second leg of the table is the role and responsibility of community organizations and faith-

based institutions. These institutions can help families make good choices and overcome 

discrimination and other obstacles. They can confront structures of injustice and build 

community, and they can demand accountability from public officials. Faith is a religious 

commitment; it is also a community resource. 



• A third leg of the table is the marketplace and institutions of business, commerce, and labor. 

The private sector must be not only an engine of growth and productivity, but also a reflection 

of our values and priorities, a contributor to the common good… Work must be an escape 

from poverty, not another version of it. The process of globalization must provide opportunities 

for the participation of the poorest people and the economic development of the poorest 

nations.

• A fourth essential leg of the table is the role and responsibilities of government—a means to 

do together what we cannot accomplish on our own. In the Catholic tradition, government 

has a positive role because of its responsibility to serve the common good, provide a safety 

net for the vulnerable, and help overcome discrimination and ensure equal opportunity for all. 

Government has inescapable responsibilities toward those who are poor and vulnerable, to 

ensure their rights and defend their dignity. Government action is necessary to help overcome 

structures of injustice and misuse of power and to address problems beyond the reach of 

individual and community efforts. Government must act when these other institutions fall short 

in defending the weak and protecting human life and human rights.

• The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops supports (1) decent work, living wages, and 

workers’ rights, (2) accessible and affordable health care for all, (3) genuine welfare reform that 

helps families escape poverty as they leave dependency, and (4) fair treatment of immigrants, 

farmers, and farm workers. Our Conference supports efforts to reduce debt and to increase 

development assistance, to oppose corruption and to end exploitation, and to restrain conflict 

and violence—all of which diminish or destroy the lives of poor people.

• For believers, this mission is not simply a matter of economics or politics but of discipleship. 

We may sometimes differ about the specifics of how best to serve those in need, overcome 

poverty, and advance human dignity, but it is impossible for a Christian to say, “This is not my 

task.” This mission is an essential part of what makes us disciples of Christ.

• The Gospel and Catholic teaching require us to serve those in need and to work for a more 

just society and world. Both charity and justice are required by our faith. As citizens in the 

most powerful democracy on earth, we have unique opportunities to use our voices and votes 

to shape a more caring community, a more just nation, and a more peaceful world. We can 

join with others in our parishes, local community organizations, and legislative networks. We 

also can join with parishes and dioceses in other parts of the world and in ecumenical and 

other forms of action and advocacy. When people join with others to demand respect for 

their dignity and rights, not only do they help themselves, but they also build up the entire 

community and advance the common good. Our faith calls us to engagement, not retreat—to 

renew the earth, not flee the world.
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Passages from Scripture on the Call to Family, Community and Participation

• Genesis 1:27-28: God creates humankind in God’s image and likeness.

• Genesis 4:8-15: We are our brother’s and sister’s keepers.

• Leviticus  25:23-43: What we own belongs to God and is given for the good of all.

• Jeremiah 7:5-7: If we act justly with one another, God will dwell with us.

• Matthew 14:13-21: The multiplication of the loaves and fish. Jesus commands the apostles,

“They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.” All are fed and 12 baskets of

left-overs are collected.

• John 15:12-17: “This is my commandment: love one another as I have loved you.”

• Acts 2:42-47: The baptized devoted themselves to the teaching of the apostles and the

communal life: All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell

their property and possessions and divide them among all according to each one’s need.

• 1 Corinthians 12: The body is not one member, but many.  And if one member suffers, all the

members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.

• 1 Peter 4:8-11: Serve each other with the gifts you have received.
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Questions
for Reflection & Discussion
How were you encouraged or challenged while reading the exceprts from  “A Place at the 
Table?” 

“A Place at the Table” says that “Both charity and justice are required by our faith.” When 
have you exercised charity? When have you exercised justice? What’s the difference? How 
do the two work together?

“A Place at the Table” says “Our faith calls us to engagement, not retreat—to renew the 
earth, not flee the world.” How do you engage? It can, at times, be tempting to “flee the 
world.” How do you resist this temptation? 

In, 1 Corinthians, St. Paul says that we are all members of one body. Sr. Simone often jokes 
that she is the “stomach acid” -- important for metabolizing and giving energy. Considering 
your gifts, talents, and way of being in the world, what part of the body are you? What does 
this look like in practice?

Which Scripture passage is most challenging for you? Why/how so? What other Scripture 
passages on family, community, and participation come to mind for you?

How are you being called to participate in your community during the Year of Mercy? 
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A Catholic Framework 
for Economic Life

1. The economy exists for the person, not the 
person for the economy.

2. All economic life should be shaped by moral 
principles. Economic choices and institutions 
must be judged by how they protect or 
undermine the life and dignity of the human 
person, support the family and serve the 
common good. 

3. A fundamental moral measure of any economy 
is how the poor and vulnerable are faring. 

4. All people have a right to life and to secure the 
basic necessities of life, such as food, clothing, 
shelter, education, health care, safe environment, 
and economic security.

5. All people have the right to economic 
initiative, to productive work, to just wages and 
benefits, to decent working conditions as well as 
to organize and join unions or other associations.

6. All people, to the extent they are able, have 
a corresponding duty to work, a responsibility 
to provide for the needs of their families and an 

obligation to contribute to the broader society. 

7. In economic life, free markets have both clear 
advantages and limits; government has essential 
responsibilities and limitations; voluntary groups 
have irreplaceable roles, but cannot substitute 
for the proper working of the market and the just 
policies of the state. 

8. Society has a moral obligation, including 
governmental action where necessary, to assure 
opportunity, meet basic human needs, and 
pursue justice in economic life.

9. Workers, owners, managers, stockholders and 
consumers are moral agents in economic life.  By 
our choices, initiative, creativity and investment, 
we enhance or diminish economic opportunity, 
community life and social justice.  

10. The global economy has moral dimensions 
and human consequences. Decisions on 
investment, trade, aid and development should 
protect human life and promote human rights, 
especially for those most in need wherever they 
might live on this globe.

“A Catholic Framework for Economic Life” offers ten key principles to help Catholics reflect on the values that should 
shape participation in economic life. It was written by the bishops of the United States based on the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, papal encyclicals, the pastoral letter Economic Justice for All, and other statements of the U.S. Catholic 
bishops. The ten principles are:



Questions for Reflection & Discussion on
A Catholic Framework for Economic Life

Of the ten principles set forth, which ones are you most comfortable with? Which 
ones stretch you? Why?

Much of Sister Simone and NETWORK’s efforts through Nuns on the Bus have 
been directed at pursuing a “Faithful Budget.” Given what you know about your 
budget ( speak on one or more: personal, Church/faith community, local, state, 
federal) and reflecting on these principles how “faithful” is that budget? 

The framework states that “A fundamental moral measure of any economy is how 
the poor and vulnerable are faring.” How are the poor and vulnerable in your 
community faring? During the Year of Mercy, how is the Holy Spirit calling you to 
work on their behalf?

How, in your opinion, are social/economic justice and Mercy related?

www.futurechurch.org
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Loaves and Fish 
by Sister Simone Campbell

PRAYER Resource
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I always joked 
that the miracle of loaves 
and fish was: sharing
The women always knew this.
But in this moment of need 
and notoriety I ache, tremble 
almost weep at folks so 
hungry, malnourished, 
faced with spiritual famine 
of epic proportions. My heart 
aches with their need.
Apostle-like, I whine:
“What are we among so many?”

The consistent, 2000-year-old 
ever-new response is this:
“Blessed and broken, you are 
enough.” I savor the blessed, 
cower at the broken, and 
pray to be enough.

www.futurechurch.org
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Sister Simone and interfaith clergy 
deliver loaves and fish to Congress



Prayer Service for the KIN-DOM of God 
inspired by Sister Simone Campbell

 PRAYER Resource
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      OF WOMEN DURING THE YEAR OF MERCY

Suggested Gathering Song:  We Are Many Parts by Marty Haugen

Opening Prayer:

LEADER:
Loving and merciful God, 
out of love you created us in your own image and likeness
out of generosity you gave us this earth and its abundance to satisfy our basic needs
Yet so many in our nation and world suffer because of policies that fail to reverence your divine 
image in each person and ensure a just and responsible sharing of the earth’s bounty. 

And so we come before you today 
that we might be 
enlightened by your Word, emboldened in your presence 
and inspired by your witness, Sister Simone Campbell.
 
My our sharing in this time of prayer together
may we renew our passion for justice, envision a way forward, and commit ourselves to the building 
of your KIN-DOM. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name.

ALL: AMEN. 



First Reading:  Genesis 1:26-31
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 34: The Lord Hears the Cry of the Poor by John Foley

Second Reading from Sister Simone Campbell’s book, A Nun on the Bus
Living my faith teaches me to know that we in creation are one body. 
All are important in this body even though we might have different functions. 
I sometimes joke that I might be the “stomach acid” in the body of Christ. But this acid is critical for 
metabolizing food and energizing life.
It also might be that others are just as annoying— and critical— to the functioning of the entire 
body. 
No one is a mistake. No one is left out. This is why I am convinced by faith 
that we must strive for policies that include the 100 percent 
and involve the 100 percent in their formulation. 
It is a matter of being in right relationship with all of creation 
and in that way we will create a community that comes closer to being the “KIN-DOM” of God 
more than the “Kingdom” that we speak about.

Campbell, Sister Simone (2014-04-15). A Nun on the Bus: How All of Us Can Create Hope, Change, and Community (p. 180). HarperCollins.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia! Raise the Gospel! by Bernadette Farrell

Gospel: Matthew 14:13-21
Reflection: Preach briefly on our shared responsibility for the common good. 

•	 The Old Testament reading teaches us that we are all endowed with basic human dignity because 
we are all created in God’s image. It also reminds us that God created in such a way that there 
would be an abundance of all the earth’s bounty to sustain all of human life. We are called to 
model our society on this vision of creation. 

•	 In the Second Reading, like St. Paul, Sister Simone reminds us that each person is a member of 
one body: we are all necessary, we all have a part to play, and we are all to be cared for. 

•	 The Gospel miracle reveals, once again, that God wills that each person be fed and cared for, and 
that like the apostles, Jesus calls on us to “give them something to eat.” We are all called to share 
of our time, talent and treasure to satisfy the hunger of others and of society. 

•	 You may also consider using the resource “In Her Words” which features Sister Simone’s own 
reflection	and	poetry	on	the	miracle	in	the	Gospel	as	prepare	and	preach.		

Optional Group Sharing: In addition to or in place of a brief reflection offer time for those assembled to 
reflect on the poem, Loaves and Fish, by Sr. Simone.



I always joked 
that the miracle of loaves 
and	fish	was:	sharing
The women always knew this.
But in this moment of need 
and notoriety I ache, tremble 
almost weep at folks so 
hungry, malnourished, 
faced with spiritual famine 
of epic proportions. My heart 
aches with their need.
Apostle-like, I whine:
“What are we among so many?”

The consistent, 2000-year-old 
ever-new response is this:
“Blessed and broken, you are 
enough.” I savor the blessed, 
cower at the broken, and 
pray to be enough.

Loaves and Fish

Question for Reflection: Like Sr. Simone, in the face of today’s challenges we too may wonder, “What 
are we among so many?” God responds “you are enough.” What do you have, regardless of how little 
it may seem, to offer to the cause of justice? What are your loaves and fish?

Sung Response: That There May Be Bread, by Weston Priory, Gregory Norbet, OSB

Petitions:
If possible invite an appropriate member of your community – a representative of the community being prayed for or 
someone who works with that community – to read each petition. Suggestions are given. 

LEADER: We bring our needs and our prayers for the KIN-DOM to our merciful God. 

Sung Response: Refrain, The Lord Hears the Cry of the Poor by Marty Haugen

READER 1 (a child or someone who works with children): Twenty percent of all children in the United States 
live in poverty. We pray for a KIN-DOM that protects all our children from hunger and homelessness, 
from inadequate education and healthcare, from poverty. Sung Response

READER 2 (a senior or someone who works with seniors): Many older adults in the United States live near 
or	below	the	poverty	line.	We	pray	for	a	KIN-DOM	that	protects	our	elders	from	poverty,	financial	
insecurity and inadequate healthcare. Sung Response

READER 3 (a woman or someone who works on women’s issues): Women in the United States are 
disproportionately served by the social safety net. We pray for a KIN-DOM that protects women from 
poverty,	financial	insecurity,	inadequate	healthcare	and	physical	danger.	Sung Response

READER 4 (someone who works with the unemployed) With high unemployment, millions of U.S. Americans 
are struggling to meet their most basic needs. We pray for a KIN-DOM that responds to the needs 
of those who are unemployed, protecting them and their dependents as much as possible from the 
overwhelming	anxiety	of	financial	insecurity	and	lost	self-esteem.	Sung Response



READER 5 (A recent immigrant or someone who works for the international common good): We live in a world
that is intensely interconnected. Loving our neighbors requires that we promote the global common 
good. We pray for a KIN-DOM that responds to the needs of our sisters and brothers around the 
world. Sung Response
READER 6 (someone who works in nature or on ecological issues): God’s good creation continues to suffer
from our use and abuse of its precious gifts. We pray for KIN-DOM that respects and protects the 
integrity of creation. Sung Response
LEADER:	We	ask	these	things	confident	in	the	boundless	mercy	and	the	transforming	Spirit	of	God
ALL: AMEN

Sign of Peace:

LEADER:  Sister Simone reminds us that “being in right relationship with all of creation,” we can
together be the “KIN-DOM of God” and so before we end our prayer, we express our desire to be in 
“right relationship with all of creation” by sharing some sign of peace with those gathered here. 

All exchange some sign of peace. 

Closing Prayer: 

ALL: God of Mercy,
Through the words and example of your witness Sr. Simone Campbell,
We have heard the Gospel call of Jesus to share in building up the KIN-DOM.
Fill us with the desire to change ourselves and to change the world.
Enflame	our	longing	for	justice	into	
a commitment to address unjust situations and structures.
By sharing the good things you give us
may we secure justice and equality for every human being,
an end to all division,
and a human society that looks more like the KIN-DOM you desire for us.
AMEN. 

Closing Song: We Are Called by David Haas or

  For Everyone Born, A Place at the Table words by Shirley Erena Murray, music by Joy
Patterson. 

Available at http://www.hopepublishing.com/html/main.isx?sitesec=40.2.1.0&hymnID=342
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Be A Witness of Mercy
resources for learning & doing

Learn More about NETWORK and their mission
http://networklobby.org

Read A Nun on the Bus: How All of Us Can Create 
Hope, Change, and Community by Sister Simone

Learn More about Catholic Social Teaching
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-
social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-social-teaching.cfm

http://www.catholicsocialteaching.org.uk

Host a screening of Radical Grace
www.radicalgracefilm.com
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