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From the Co-Directors
Deborah Rose-Milavec & Russ Petrus 

Hello and welcome to our annual Fall Event! First and foremost, thank you for all you have done to support 
FutureChurch these past 30 years. Without you, FutureChurch and the work we do for Vatican II reform would not 
exist. It is good to be together as we make sense of 2020, celebrate all we’ve done together over the last 30 years, 
and find inspiration and sustenance for the work ahead! 

We extend a special thank you to our keynote presenter, Cecilia González-Andrieu; and our honorees, Fr. Bryan 
Massingale and Doris (Wagner) Reisinger. We are honored that you have accepted our invitation to be a part of these 
evenings. Thank you for the work you do for the good of the Church and all God’s people.

This year has been fraught with unprecedented challenges.  The pandemic, the violence we witness daily against our 
sisters and brothers of color, the separation of families at the border, new levels of federally mandated executions, and 
the political divide are inducing greater and greater levels of anxiety and depression.

These challenges have also had an unprecedented impact on parish life.  Since the beginning of the pandemic - under 
the order of state governors - government offices, businesses, and other social organizations were closed to reduce 
the spread.  Parishes, too, were largely shuttered and masses offered in online formats. In a Covid 19 world, Catholics 
have been cut off from each other and their faith communities.  They have been cut off from their families and friends.  
And the normal ways we celebrate life, support one another through illness, or even mourn the deaths of those we 
love, have been suspended until the spread of the illness is contained.  

FutureChurch has felt these challenges as well. Our office was closed to the public in March and, because of that, we 
continued our regular, robust operations with a reduced staff.  

Always conscientious in our use of the precious resources our supporters donate for our work, in the prior year, the 
board and staff had undertaken a thorough evaluation of our need for office space in a world that is increasing digital.  
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Thus, the time of shut down created the opportunity for us to reduce the 
physical size of our office by moving it a few miles away to a wonderful new 
location at 3909 Rocky River Drive, Cleveland, OH 44111.  The fit is perfect 
because, while the office size is smaller, we also have unlimited access to 
larger rooms where our dedicated volunteers can gather and where we can 
offer programs for smaller groups.

The pandemic also created new opportunities for online Liturgies of the Word, 
online programs and discussions, and a much greater reliance on innovative 
initiatives like Catholic Women Preach.  The quality of programs like the 
“Women Erased” series has drawn Catholics, not only from the United States, 
but from around the world.  We have been delighted to welcome an ever 
diverse group of participants from Australia, South Korea, Brazil, Canada, 
Europe, and more.   And their perspectives have enriched our conversations 
immensely.   

As the ways we worship change, FutureChurch remains committed to 
renewing the Church we love.  You will find we are working harder than ever 
to offer quality programming and initiatives that make a difference in the lives 
of our constituents, but also, in the life of the Church.  Our newest initiative, 
Women Witnesses for Racial Justice, examines the ways we can bring about 
racial justice through the lens of Black Catholic women.  The first packet on  
Sr. Antona Ebo, a civil rights champion who desegregated her religious 
community, has been released.  With each packet, you will find well curated 
educational resources, beautiful prayer services, and newly commissioned art 
created by Chloe Becker!   

You can also look forward to a grand new initiative we are undertaking 
involving the Lectionary.  Many of you are familiar with Sr. Ruth Fox’s work 
exposing the multitude of ways women are missing from the Lectionary.  We 
will realize the implications of her work and expand it by creating a website 
that will serve Catholics who want more inclusive texts and commentary that 
address justice for women; inclusion of LGBTQ people; justice for our sisters 
and brothers of color; justice for the earth; and more.  A sister project to our 
Catholic Women Preach initiative, we will continue to build a website where 
Catholics can access the best scholarship and commentary for our times.  

As we commemorate 30 years of work together, please know we are more 
deeply committed than ever to creating the change needed to build a more 
just, inclusive, and transparent Catholic Church where the gifts, talents, and 
faith of all its members are honored and utilized. 

In gratitude & hope,

Deborah Rose-Milavec  Russ Petrus
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Agenda

30
Thursday

October 22, 2020 at 7pm Eastern
Welcome & Opening Prayer 
 Offered by    Russ Petrus 
     Todd Ray
2020 Christine Schenk Award for Young Catholic Leaders 
 Introduction    Christine Schenk, CSJ
 Acceptance of Award    Doris (Wagner) Reisinger

Keynote Presentation

 Introduction of Keynote Speaker  Rita L. Houlihan
 Keynote Presentation     Cecila González-Andrieu

Thank You & Closing Prayer Prayer 

 Offered by    Deborah Rose-Milavec 
     Jocelyn Collen

Tuesday

October 27, 2020 at 7pm Eastern
Meet the Speaker Gathering*

Welcome & Opening Prayer 

 Offered by    Deborah Rose-Milavec

2020 Fr. Louis J. Trivison Award 

 Introduction    
 Acceptance of Award    Fr. Bryan N. Massingale
 & Presentation

Thank You & Closing Prayer Prayer 

 Offered by    Deborah Rose-Milavec 
     Sean Gargamelli-McCreight
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Keynote Presenter 
Cecila González-Andrieu

An internationally sought-after speaker and scholar, Cecilia González-Andrieu is 

Professor of Theology and Theological Aesthetics at Loyola Marymount University, where she 

also works on multiple initiatives to serve the Latinx community, especially undocumented 

students and workers. As a scholar-activist González-Andrieu speaks and marches with 

those who thirst for the liberative power of theological thought and is a contributing writer 

for America Magazine and a member of the board of directors of the Ignatian Solidarity 

Network. Bringing together her scholarship, teaching, and service she has dedicated herself 

to educating and empowering young Catholics to embody a “faith that does justice.”  She 

received her Ph.D. in Art & Religion and Systematic Theology from the Graduate Theological 

Union, Berkeley, and is also a double alumna of LMU. A respected lecturer on issues of 

political theology, theological aesthetics, and Latino theology, González-Andrieu was just 

named the GTU’s 2020 Alumna of the Year. She is the author of the acclaimed book Bridge 
to Wonder: Art as a Gospel of Beauty, co-editor of Teaching Global Theologies: Power 

and Praxis, and a contributor to many other books and international journals, including  

Go Into the Streets: The Welcoming Church of Pope Francis and the forthcoming 

Miradas a todo color: Teologías feministas contextuales ibero-americanas.
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Named for FutureChurch 

co-founder, Fr. Louis 

Trivison, this award is 

given to a Roman Catholic 

who exhibits outstanding 

leadership in advancing 

FutureChurch’s Vatican II 

mission or vision in one or 

more areas of teaching, 

administration, research, 

publication, advocacy, and 

pastoral care. 

2020 Louis J. Trivison Award Recipient 
Fr. Bryan N. Massingale

A leader in the field of theological ethics and preeminent voice for 

racial justice in the American Church, Bryan N. Massingale 
is the James and Nancy Buckman Professor of Theological and 

Social Ethics, as well as the Senior Ethics Fellow in Fordham’s 

Center for Ethics Education. He is a past Convener of the Black 

Catholic Theological Symposium and a former president of the 

Catholic Theological Society of America. Massingale strives to be 

a scholar-activist through serving faith-based groups advancing 

justice in society. He has served as a consultant to the United States 

Catholic Conference of Bishops, providing theological assistance on 

issues such as criminal justice, capital punishment, environmental 

justice, and affirmative action. He has also been a consultant to 

the National Black Catholic Congress, Catholic Charities USA, 

the Catholic Health Association, Catholic Relief Services, the 

Leadership Conference of Religious Women, the Conference of 

Major Superiors of Men, the National Catholic AIDS Network, and 

the antiracism teams of Call to Action and Pax Christi USA. He 

is an active participant in a network of Catholic thought leaders 

striving for fuller inclusion of LGBTQ persons in society and the 

faith community. He is the author of Racial Justice and the 
Catholic Church and is a highly respected expert on recognizing 

and dismantling racist policies and structures in the country and 

the Church. Drawing on his training in theology and his personal 

experiences of racism, Fr. Massingale highlights the necessity of 

moving from anger to action in order to dismantle racism wherever 

it’s experienced.
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2020 Christine Schenk 
Award for Youth Leaders Recipient 

Doris (Wagner) Reisinger

An advocate for victim-survivors of sexual abuse, 

Doris (Wagner) Reisinger is a scholar, philosopher, 

theologian, author, and former nun. Reisinger currently 

serves as a research assistant in the Department of 

Catholic Theology at Goethe University in Frankfurt, 

Germany and teaches at the Jesuit University Sankt 

Georgen. She is currently serving as a fellow on the 

“Gender, Sex, and Power: Towards a History of Clergy Sex 

Abuse in the U.S. Catholic Church” project at the Cushwa 

Center for the Study of American Catholicism at the 

University of Notre Dame. While a nun, she was sexually 

assaulted by an Austrian priest who was an official at the 

Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. Reisinger left 

her order in 2011 and finished her theology studies in 

2014. That same year, she published her autobiography, 

which recounts her experiences as a victim-survivor of 

sexual assault within the Roman Catholic Church. In 

2018, she made international headlines when she spoke 

of her experiences at the Voices of Faith Conference in 

Rome, prompting the resignation of her abuser.

Named for FutureChurch  

co-founder 

 Sister Christine Schenk, 

CSJ, this award is given to a 

young Roman Catholic whose 

research, writing, advocacy, or 

ministry exhibits outstanding 

leadership in promoting justice 

in the church and whose efforts 

will inspire and foster a new 

generation of reformers and 

activists.  
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Yes, There is Still Reason to Hope  
for Married Priests and Women Deacons

Deborah Rose-Milavec

It has been nine months since Pope Francis released his 
post synodal exhortation, Querida Amazonia. Pope 

Francis consistently delivered an uncompromising message 
to the wider Church that we need “all hands on deck” to 
protect and support the people of the Amazon and the 

beautiful, once-pristine world they inhabit.

continued on next page...
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Many Catholics felt hopeful as the bishops and the women 
and men of the Amazon who shaped the final document 
forcefully called for the protection of the Amazon, as well 
as pioneering new ministries to carry out the work of the 
Gospel.  The bishops gathered called for a priesthood that 
included married men and asked that the church further 
consider opening the door to women deacons.  

But, the Pope disappointed Catholics who believed he 
would deliver on his promise of a more synodal church 
- especially in light of what is at stake in the Amazon.  
Catholics fully expected him to support the requests 
of regional bishops who had 
patiently and faithfully followed his 
synodal formula.  They sought to 
renew the church in a land where 
European models of priesthood are 
a non-starter and women are already 
recognized as the leaders, teachers, 
pastors, and ministers of their 
struggling communities .  Ordination 
of women to the diaconate was a 
consistent call. 

Still, Francis did not approve the 
final document of the Synod when 
he released Querida Amazonia.  
Thus, it did not become part of 
the ordinary magisterium as was 
expected when he strengthened 
the arm of the bishops and elevated 
their authority to magisterial level 
in his September 15th apostolic 
constitution, Episcopalis Communio.  

While Francis developed a compelling 
and prophetic vision for the Amazon in the first three 
sections of Querida Amazonia, the fourth section, “The 
Ecclesial Dream,” fell flat.  Massimo Faggioli observed 
what most who read the document in its entirety observed.  
Chapter four moved away from the poetic, inspired prose 
of the first three sections and took on a blunt, stinted 
reassertion of clerical authority.  It seemed to have been 
penned by someone who openly opposed the requests of 
the Amazonian bishops.  Some suggest the ultimate target 
of section four was the German and Australian bishops 
who are undertaking dynamic multi-year conversations 
and processes that include lay Catholics. Some suggest 
that Querida Amazonia serves as a firm reminder of 
what happens to the promise of synodality and regional 
decision-making when the Bishop of Rome does not agree. 

Further, while the pope delivered on the promise to re-
instate the commission on women deacons, after the 
promising composition of the first commission, the sad 
old pattern of choosing those who hierarchs know already 

agree with the status quo seems to be at play.

Querida Amazonia dealt a blow to our hopes for reform 
and renewal of Church structures and  it was a reversal of 
statements Pope Francis made regarding married priests.  
Most importantly, it was a blow to the women of the 
Amazon who serve and sacrifice for the Gospel.

Yet, despite this  difficult setback, there is much to celebrate 
under this pope. 

Along with his uncompromising vision for a Gospel-led 
church, he has responded with new structures for reform 

and leaped ahead of previous popes 
by appointing more women to 
positions of authority.

Witnessing the Rise of 
Women’s Status and Authority 
in the Catholic Church 

In 2013, within nine months of his 
election, Francis released Evangelii 
Gaudium writing, “We need to 
create still broader opportunities for 
a more incisive female presence in 
the Church.” He wasn’t the first pope 
to make such statements, but he 
has been willing to take meaningful 
action. And unlike his predecessors 
who chose women who were 
unquestioning of Vatican policies, 
many of Francis’s appointments were 
women who challenged him and 
other prelates to think more broadly 
about women’s gifts and potential. 

In 2014, Sr. Mary Melone was 
appointed the first female rector of a Roman pontifical 
university. As rector of the Pontifical University Antonianum, 
Sr. Melone has supported women who have publicly 
challenged the status quo.

In that same year, Pope Francis appointed Marie Collins, 
Irish survivor of priest abuse, and a number of other women 
to the first ever Vatican commission for the protection 
of children from clerical sex abuse.  Collins, a woman of 
impeccable integrity, worked with the commission for three 
years before resigning.  She would not be silent in the face 
of obvious Vatican obstruction of the commission’s goals.

In 2015, Francis called a halt to the Vatican crackdown on 
Leadership Conference of Women Religious that began 
under Pope Benedict XVI and for the first time ever, 
invited the leadership team to meet him in Rome.  There 
he thanked them for their work and encouraged them to 
keep going.   

Deborah Rose-Milavec reporting on the Synod 
from Rome 
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In the lead up to the Synod on the Family in 2015, the 
International Union of Superiors General, under the 
leadership of Sr. Carmen Sammut, fought hard to get seats 
at the table. After steady lobbying, three women religious 
were invited. 

During that synod, Canadian Archbishop Paul-Andre 
Durocher raised the need to bring more women in 
leadership roles and called for a discussion of women 
being ordained as deacons. This call was a first that would 
snowball in 2019.

In 2015, Pope Francis changed the structure of the Synod 
giving women auditors more influence over the final 
document.  Previously, the lion’s share of time was spent in 
the synod hall where bishops gave short interventions.  But, 
with the new rules, small language groups that included 
women worked together for the better part of the 3-week 
period, recommending changes to the final document. 

Lastly, Pope Francis’ inclusion of a male religious superior, 
who was not ordained, opened the door to a vigorous 
multi-year campaign to get women religious who have 
equal ecclesial status the same right to vote.

In January 2016, Pope Francis issued the Decree on Holy 
Thursday’s Foot Washing Ceremony, which officially 
called for the inclusion of women in Holy Thursday foot 
washing rituals.  While this was already the practice in 
many regions, the act was so controversial in some regions 
that women themselves lobbied hard to enact the change. 
In other places, the decree was ignored or the ritual was 
eliminated rather than include women. 

In May 2016, the International Union of Superiors General 
asked Pope Francis to re-open the study on women 
deacons. At jet speed (in Vatican time), Francis created the 

commission, and by August 2016, he created a gender-
balanced commission that included Phyllis Zagano, a well-
respected researcher on the topic.    

In June 2016, Pope Francis elevated the memorial of St. 
Mary of Magdala to a feast day giving her new prominence 
in the Church as “the apostle to the apostles.”  The elevation 
was accompanied by new liturgical language that makes it 
more likely Catholics will learn about the authentic history 
of Mary Magdala’s authority in the Early Church.

In December 2016, Pope Francis appointed the first woman 
to serve as director of the Vatican Museums.  Barbara Jatta, 
who had worked in the Vatican Libraries for two decades, 
was the only woman candidate in a field of male candidates 
and she became the highest-ranking female administrator 
in a country state where the senior positions have always 
been assumed by cardinals and bishops.

In November 2017, Pope Francis appointed two Italian 
women, Professor Gabriella Gambino and Dr. Linda Ghisoni 
as under-secretaries in the Vatican Dicastery for the Laity, 
the Family and Life, which is headed by Cardinal Kevin 
Farrell.   

In October 2018, at the end of the Synod on Youth, for 
the first time, the final document called for the inclusion 
of women as a “matter of justice.”  Two non-ordained 
male religious superiors voted on the final document, but 
no women religious superiors were able to vote.  Women 
from around the world gathered outside the synod hall 
to call for votes for women religious, while members of 
the media helped keep the questions about this disparity 
alive.  Many bishops became educated about the disparity 
as a result of the campaign.  The International Union of 
Superiors General, in conjunction with Union of Superiors 
General (male religious) made known their intentions to 
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propose changes to the Synod voting structure to Pope Francis.  

In February 2019, Pope Francis publicly acknowledged for the first time 
that women religious were being sexually abused by priests.  Though, it 
was not news to most Catholics, the pressure for the acknowledgement 
came from women themselves.

In May 2019, Pope Francis appointed the first women consultors to 
the secretariat of the Synod of Bishops, which under his pontificate has 
become a crucial vehicle for setting the Church’s pastoral agenda. The 
four women appointed offer advice and strategic direction to the body 
which organizes the synod of bishops gatherings.

In July 2019, for the first time, Pope Francis appointed women – seven of 
them -- to the governing body of the Congregation for Religious Life.  This 
is highly significant because, beyond a consultative role, women will have 
a deliberative voice in that governing body.  

At the end of October 2019, the bishops at the Amazon synod agreed in 
the final document that the commission that was created in 2016 should 
be reinstated to further discern if the Church should open the door to 
women deacons.

In January 2020, on the Feast of Mary, Mother of God, Pope Francis 
reiterated his determination to include greater numbers of women in 
decision making processes.

Also, in January 2020, Pope Francis named the first woman to hold a 
high-ranking post in the Secretariat of State. Italian lay woman Francesca 
Di Giovanni, 66, will serve as under-secretary.  

In August 2020, Francis appointed six European women with backgrounds 
in finance to join eight cardinals and one layman as members of the 
Council for the Economy. The Council was created in 2014 to oversee 
and monitor the financial activities of both the Holy See and the Vatican 
city-state. 

While this examination is partial, it does help Catholics to understand the 
sweep of Pope Francis’ actions regarding women’s roles and authority.  
Though, Pope John Paul II spoke of women’s equality, his “new feminism” 
keeps women subordinate under the banner of complementarity.  He 
also deployed unusual levels censorship for those who dissented from 
his viewpoint and proposed authentic equality for women in ministry and 
governance.  Pope Francis has cultivated a new environment for revisiting 
those issues.

Women and men will continue the holy struggle for equality and justice 
in the Catholic Church.  We stand on the shoulders of saints who have 
gone before us.  We can be certain that the God who fosters her dreams 
in our hearts is with us as we work for a Church that is truly inclusive of 
the gifts of all her people.
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2020 Mary of Magdala Celebration 
The Apostle to the Apostles

FutureChurch has promoted global celebrations of Saint Mary 

of Magdala each year since 1997 and we are always humbled 

and inspired to learn about all of the various places and contexts 

where celebrations are being held. Forced to celebrate online 

this year,  it was a blessing to gather virtually with more than 

500 Catholics from around the world, both those who are new 

to celebrating the Feast Day and those who steadfastly celebrate 

with us year after year. 

continued on next page...
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This year, there were two opportunities to celebrate the Feast of 
Saint Mary of Magdala with FutureChurch. The first celebration 
was a Liturgy of the Word and Bread Breaking Service on the 
July 22nd Feast Day. The moving liturgy was developed by long-
time Mary of Magdala advocates Rita Houlihan and Lucy Rieger 
and FutureChurch co-director, Russ Petrus. The liturgy featured 
shared international leadership between Lucy, Rita, Jane Varner 
Malhotra, and Jocelyn Collen (USA) as well as Nontando Hadebe 
(South Africa) and Fran Smullen (Australia). 

It was a privilege to welcome our guest preacher, Dr. Kim 
Harris, Assistant Professor of African American Thought and 
Practice in the Department of Theological Studies at Loyola 
Marymount University. A talented preacher, story teller, singer, 
and composer, Dr. Harris gifted and inspired us with song and 
powerful story telling even as she challenged us to learn from 
the African American Spirituality of St. Mary of Magdala’s 
faithful discipleship and witness to both the crucifixion and 
resurrection and to apply those lessons to our understanding 
and dismantling of systemic racism today.   

The music beautifully was led by Jim Carr, who serves as music 
director at St. Dominic Church in Shaker Heights, Ohio and has 
blessed us with his musical talent at our Cleveland celebrations 
of the Feast of Saint Mary of Magdala for the last several years. 

The entire celebration was recorded and can be viewed by 
clicking on the video link to the left.

Over at Catholic Women Preach, Dr. Nontando Hadebe, of South 
Africa,  offered a powerful reflection on reclaiming the apostlic 
succession of Mary Magdalene, saying, “As we celebrate Mary 
Magdalene, we rise up as women and we say we have 
a tradition that can be traced to a direct commandment 
from Jesus to speak. And we shall speak: we shall speak 
with authority; we shall speak with intelligence; we shall 
speak for ourselves...”

The next week, we welcomed medievalist Dr. Christine Axen, 
who led us in a virtual art tour of medieval art depicting St. 
Mary of Magdala. Drawing on her knowledge of the layers of 
medieval spiritual life and symbolism, Dr. Axen expanded our 
understanding of the complex imagery used to depict the Mary 
Magdalene of both scripture and legend and focused on two 
themes popular in medieval public art – the model penitent 
preacher and exalted hermit. We also explored a theme 
developed only in private art – proclaimer of the resurrection. 
Our first virtual art tour increased our understanding and 
opened the door to questions that will need further exploration. 

Dr. Axen’s presentation – complete with her slides – was 
recorded and is available for viewing  by clicking on the video 
link to the left. 

VIEW

VIEW

VIEW
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Easter joy came late for me this year - elusive until Mary 
Magdalene’s July Feast Day.  Life was joyless as Covid 
shrouded us with loss of work, isolation, and an abrupt, 
painful stop to daily and Sunday masses. I cried through 
virtual liturgies and endured the Easter season in a river 
of tears. Mother’s Day was heart-breaking. 

God’s grace broke through this cycle of sorrow in mid-
May when I was invited to help prepare the FutureChurch 
Mary Magdalene 2020 Feast Day celebration. The invita-
tion came in my darkest hour and was a life-saver.  Look-
ing ahead to July renewed me and gave me purpose. 

I was teamed with Rita Houlihan, who is dedicated to 
restoring and reclaiming Mary Magdalene.  Her knowl-
edge of Mary Magdalene makes her a wonderful, 
thought-provoking teacher and collaborator. Her passion 
led her to petition Pope Francis in 2015 to elevate Mary 
Magdalene’s memorial, which was subsequently raised to 
a Feast. It was an honor to build on Rita’s efforts, and to 
work with her to further Future Church’s mission to re-
claim Mary Magdalene.

I immersed myself in Mary Magdalene. During this time 
of preparation, my understanding of Mary Magdalene’s 

relationship with Jesus deepened, just as her relation-
ship with me deepened.  Mary Magdalene became my 
constant companion as I read scripture, listened to lec-
tures and reread my Magdala journal from the 3 weeks 
I spent there. This past February (prior to joining the Fu-
tureChurch Pilgrimage in Greece in March) I was in the 
Holy Land as a volunteer at Magdala, experiencing what 
it was like to live there, to be a woman there, and what 
it was like to meet Jesus there.  In Magdala I grasped the 
holiness and identity of Mary Magdalene and Jesus as 
first century Jews.

I also experienced Jesus meeting and healing Mary Mag-
dalene.  I felt what it was like to be one of the many 
women of Galilee whom Jesus loved and welcomed and 
touched. Like them, I was in the direct loving gaze of Je-
sus. It was powerful and nourishing, and the antithesis of 
what it feels like to be a woman in the Catholic Church 
today. 

All of this was in my heart and was reinforced as I helped 
prepare the FutureChurch liturgy.  The love and steadfast 
friendship of Mary Magdalene and Jesus was so strong 
that it is felt by us today. The discipleship and love of the 
women who surrounded Jesus and Mary Magdalene is a 
foundation of Christianity and a model of our faith. How 
marvelous to have these overlooked women of courage 
and strength as building blocks!

As our Mary Magdalene liturgy unfolded with discus-
sions, prayers, plans and thoughts, I re- experienced Je-
sus’ love for me and for all women.  Reading scripture, 
tussling with words and ideas developed into a way to 
deeply honor Mary Magdalene. 

For me, Mary Magdalene’s Feast Day readings are the Eas-
ter readings. Of course, we read the entire Resurrection 
narrative from the Gospel of John. What was missed at 
Easter, we experienced more profoundly in July. Proclaim-
ing Mary Magdalene in women’s voices as the Apostle 
to the Apostles, commissioned to “go tell the others!” 
we celebrated Mary Magdalene, carrying out her charge 
to proclaim Jesus risen, and with all of FutureChurch we 
experienced pure Easter joy!  

Easter Joy in July
A Reflection by Lucy Rieger 

Lucy Rieger leads prayer during the 2020 Greeece Pilgrimage
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Catholic Women Preach 
Four Silence-Shattering Years

Catholic Women Preach officially kicked off its fourth 
silence-shattering year on December 1, 2019 with 

preaching for the First Sunday of Advent from New Ways 
Ministry co-founder, Sr. Jeannine Gramick. Originally 
envisioned as a three-year project, the hope was to 

complete one full liturgical cycle of women preaching on 
the scriptures of each Sunday and some feast days. But 
the revolutionary platform has since found a permanent 
and central place in the hearts, minds, and faith lives of 

Catholics around the globe. 

continued on next page...
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Since launching on All Saints Day 2016, the enthusiastic 
reception, broad reach, and tremendous growth of 
Catholic Women Preach has exceeded even the wildest 
dreams of the steering committee, who began meeting 
nearly five years ago to develop the project. Fr. Mike 
Connors, CSC, Director of the John S. Marten Program 
in Homiletics and Liturgics at Notre Dame University 
even remarked that “CWP may be the most important 
development in Catholic preaching in the past twenty 
years or more.” And so, Catholic Women Preach is 
committed to continuing to lift up the voices and 
wisdom of women until such time as women have an 
equal place in the preaching ministry of the church.

While the need for preaching from women has always 
been self-evident, Catholic Women Preach became an 
“essential” ministry this past spring as parish churches 
closed their doors to worshippers and began streaming 
Masses online due to the Coronavirus pandemic. Faced 
with celebrations lacking any meaningful liturgical 
ministry by the laity, and especially women, Catholics 
began turning to the website and podcasts in record-
breaking numbers. In the weeks and months following 
stay-at-home orders and church closings, views of CWP 
videos increased more than 60%, subscriptions to the 
CWP YouTube channel rose 129%, and new sign-ups 
for the weekly email became a disproprotionate 10% of 
the full list in just a matter of weeks. 

And the impressive chorus of preachers throughout the 
pandemic have not disappointed -- covering topics such 
as the pandemic itself, systemic racism, and the church’s 
treatment of women and LGBTQ persons with profound 
wisdom and sharp insight. 

Preaching for Pentecost Sunday, C. Vanessa White sang 
the words of African American Spirituals and echoed 
the rousing words of Servant of God Sr. Thea Bowman 
to encourage us to open ourselves to the continual 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. “In these days, we are 
so in need of that Spirit of fearlessness.  Many are 
afraid of what is to come.  As Jesus has reminded 
us again and again, do not worry, I am with you.  
We cannot predict the future, but we can allow 
ourselves to be open to receiving that Sweet Holy 
Spirit that will give us what we need in the days 
ahead.”

On the Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ, 
Susan Haarman called us to expand our understanding 
of what it means to be a sacramental people and to 
open ourselves to new ways of being in eucharistic 
relationship with God and one another. “God isn’t this 
distant thing that we need to go out and find, but 

rather, God is invested and incarnated in the midst 
of our own lives, inviting us continually to feel 
God’s presence and to feel God’s love. It’s in these 
sacramental moments, these moments that point 
back to the ways that we experience grace through 
the sacrament, that I find myself being fed and 
being reminded of what the reality of the Eucharist 
looks like for me.”

Reflecting on the rich imagery of the familiar parable 
of the sower and the seed, Molleen Dupree-Dominguez 
challenged white Catholics to recognize and confront our 
own participation in systemic racism. “The weeds and 
thorns of racial superiority have set excruciatingly 
deep roots in the institutions of the United States of 
America as well as in the hearts of Americans. Any 
skilled gardener will tell you, uprooting entrenched 
weeds takes persistence and focus.”

Casey Stanton helped us to acknowledge and channel 
our anger and frustration with current events such as 
police violence, the Church’s treatment of women and 
LGBTQ persons, and the politicization of the Coronavirus. 
“Come turn that hot anger into fuel that sustains 
your love of creation and the people of God 
entrusted to your care.Come and be changed, be 
renewed, be fed -- by the same one who promises 
that no creature will be able to separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus, but that in him we 
conquer overwhelmingly.”  

And Maria Soledad del Villar T. reminded us that - even 
in this time of distance and difficulty -- God still prepares 
a feast for us, if only we accept the invitation. “Amid 
this global pandemic that has made evident so 
many injustices and so many pangs of hunger… let 
us remember that the God of Jesus is a God that has 
prepared a big feast for us. That our hope and our 
future is a feast, and that we can prepare for that 
feast only if we dress ourselves with...the garment 
of solidarity, of expectation, of hope.»

To date, a total of 232 remarkable women have offered 
243 challenging and inspiring reflections, making 
Catholic Women Preach an indispensible ministry that 
both reveals and helps to satisfy the deep need for the 
voices and insights of women in our Church, perhaps 
now -- in a time of physical distancing -- more than 
ever. Moreover, by bearing witness to the contributions 
and giftedness of Catholic women, Catholic Women 
Preach is advancing the conversation with and about 
women at every level of the Church. 

Links to view these inspiring reflections can be found 
on the next page. 
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VIEW

In these days, we 
are so in need 
of that Spirit of 
fearlessness.  Many 

are afraid of what is to come.  As Jesus 
has reminded us again and again, do not 
worry, I am with you.  We cannot predict 
the future, but we can allow ourselves 
to be open to receiving that Sweet Holy 
Spirit that will give us what we need in 
the days ahead.

C. Vanessa White | Pentecost Sunday

VIEW

God is invested and 
incarnated in the 
midst of our own 
lives, inviting us 

continually to feel God’s presence and to 
feel God’s love. It’s in these sacramental 
moments, these moments that point back 
to the ways that we experience grace 
through the sacrament, that I find myself 
being fed and being reminded of what the 
reality of the Eucharist looks like for me.

Susan Haarman | Body and Blood of Christ

VIEW

The weeds and 
thorns of racial 
superiority have set 
excruciatingly deep 

roots in the institutions of the United 
States of America as well as in the hearts 
of Americans. Any skilled gardener will 
tell you, uprooting entrenched weeds 
takes persistence and focus.

Molleeen Dupree-Dominguez | 15th Sunday OT

VIEW

Amid this global 
pandemic that has 
made evident so 
many injustices 

and so many pangs of hunger… let us 
remember that the God of Jesus is a God 
that has prepared a big feast for us. That 
our hope and our future is a feast, and 
that we can prepare for that feast only if 
we dress ourselves with...the garment of 
solidarity, of expectation, of hope.

M. Soledad del Villar T | 28th Sunday OT
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How do we deal with an institution that has been steeped 
in patriarchal values for two millennia and where the 
lives and contributions of women in the formation of the 
tradition has been all but erased?   

FutureChurch has been restoring the stories and memories 
of our foremothers in faith for 30 years and we continue 
that fine tradition with our new “Women Erased” series.  
In these gatherings, we not only name and explore the  
incomplete histories we have received, but also put forth 
resources for correcting the record and telling the true 
story of women's central role in shaping and spreading 
Christianity from its beginnings to today. 

Beginning in May, we curated conversations with Prof. 
Michael Peppard, Prof. Carol Dempsey, OP, Ph.D., Dr. 
Carolyn Osiek, RSCJ, Sr. Anita Baird, DHM, Dr. Susan 
Ross, and Prof. Tara Tuttle who have elegantly uncovered 
the multitude of ways women's leadership, witness, 
ministries, and experience have been erased from our 
Church's Scriptures and Lectionary, historical record and 
memory, and communities. 

We learned from Michael Peppard that Prisca is located in 
three of the most important centers of Christianity in the 
New Testatment, but is left out of the Lectionary.  Carol 
Dempsey, OP explained how we can navigate scriptural 
texts that degrade or erase women.  Carolyn Osiek, RSCJ, 
offered ways to navigate both the suppressing aspects of 
our tradition with the liberative aspects - noting that in our 

texts we have the voices of women who were enslaved, 
voices that would not have had any prominence in society 
at that time.  Sr. Anita Baird gave us an overview of black 
Catholic women religious who contributed to the work 
of racial desegregation and shaped our Catholic tradition.  
Susan Ross explained that the notion of women’s equality 
has shifted in the last 50 years.  The church no longer 
speaks of the subordination of women, but instead speak 
about complementarity where women cannot image 
Christ and maleness and femaleness have symbolic 
significance when it comes to deciding who can preside 
at the Eucharist.  Dr. Tara Tuttle asked why the abuse of 
nuns and sisters by clergy  was still considered breaking 
news in 2018? She highlighted the way media disinterest 
in news affecting women and girls has had devastating 
effects and notes how the #MeToo movement changed 
that dynamic, giving voice to women and the issues that 
affect them.  

Our series continues this November with Dr. Lizzie Berne 
DeGear speaking about how the corrupted the view of 
women in our creation stories has been passed down and 
how we can overcome it thru scholarship. In 2021, Dr. 
Maureen Sullivan, OP will give us insights into the women 
who became part of the historic Second Vatican Council.  

Please stay tuned as we line up more great speakers.
Visit futurechurch.org/women-erased to learn more!   

Women Erased Series
Correcting the record and telling the true story of  women’s central role  
in shaping and spreading Christianity
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FutureChurch Online Liturgies Build Community at a Time of Isolation
A Reflection by Barbara Guerin

In these times of uncertainty - about the COVID-19 
pandemic, the injustice in the world and in our church, 
the loneliness of being quarantined and separated 
from our faith communities 
- it is easy to shelter in place, 
alone and afraid, rather than 
sheltering in the arms of our 
Creator and encircled by those 
we love.  For me, the aloneness 
began earlier than COVID with 
a cancer diagnosis in January 
of this year.  The combination 
of my own medical issues and 
the arrival of the pandemic on 
top of the dark night of the 
soul I was already experiencing 
was almost more than I could 
bear.  

I had been an active FutureChurch member for over a 
decade, including serving two terms on the Board of 
Trustees, but my frustration and disappointment with 
the lack of action by Pope Francis to move forward 
with restoring the women's diaconate resulted in my 

separating myself from my parish, my reform work, my 
prayer life, and my spiritual reading.  I wallowed in my 
despair and loneliness.  Thankfully, nothing can separate 

us from the love of God, or 
emails from FutureChurch!  In 
the depths of my aloneness I 
was inspired to reconnect with 
FutureChurch by attending the 
Wednesday evening "Zoom 
liturgy."  The fellowship, the 
prayer, the inspiring (and 
sometimes challenging) 
preaching, reminded me that 
although I may be rejected 
by the Church for my gender 
and separated from my faith 
community by pandemic and 
self-imposed isolation, I am not 
alone.  There are believers all 

around the world who are here, there and everywhere 
for me, to support me in my doubt, my unbelief, and 
my desire to do God's will.  The FutureChurch liturgy 
provides me with consolation in my isolation and reminds 
me that, in the words of Thomas Merton: 

FutureChurch hosts an online Liturgy 

of the Word each Sunday and 

Wednesday night at 7pm Eastern. 

In addition to praying with the 

readings for the week, we listen to 

the reflection from Catholic Women 

Preach and break out into small 

groups for reflection and conversation.  

Visit futurechurch.org/online-liturgy 

to learn more and to join us! 

My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going.

I do not see the road ahead of me.

I cannot know for certain where it will end.

Nor do I really know myself,

and the fact that I think I am following your will

does not mean that I am actually doing so.

But I believe that the desire to please you

does in fact please you and I hope that I have that

desire in all that I am doing.

And I know that if I do this, you will lead me

by the right road although I may know nothing about it.

Therefore will I trust you always,

though I may seem to be lost

and in the shadow of death,

I will not fear, for you are ever with me

and you will never leave me to face my perils alone.
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Women Witnesses for Racial Justice
Resisting Racism in Church & Society

Long before there were Black priests in the United States, there 

were Black Catholic sisters. Since 1824, hundreds of Black women 

and girls have professed the religious vows of poverty, chastity, and 

obedience in the U.S. Catholic Church. By consecrating themselves 

to God and dedicating their lives to education and social justice, 

Black sisters renounced an outside world that deemed all Black 

people inferior and immoral and provided a powerful refutation 

to the insidious racial and sexual stereotypes used by white 

supremacists to justify African-American exclusion from U.S. 

citizenship rights and the ranks of religious life in the Church.

continued on next page...
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In oral histories collected by Dr. Shannen Dee Williams, 
Black sisters said they entered religious life because 
they wanted to live a “radical” way of life, one that 
that nurtured Black women’s intellectual genius, their 
spirituality, and their talents. These are women wanted 
to serve their own communities through education and 
a host of other social services but outside the traditional 
confines of marriage and motherhood.  The Black women 
of God believed wholeheartedly in Catholic social teaching 
and its embrace of universal humanity. Black nuns pushed 
the church to be truly Catholic and to do what it said it 
did for all people.

The historical record reveals that Black sisters and their 
schools were frequent targets of white supremacists who 
viewed these women and their institutions as threats to 
the racial and sexual status quo. Yet, at the root of the 
extraordinary journey of the nation’s Black Catholic sisters 
is a fundamental understanding that racism and exclusion 
have no place within the Catholic church. Black women of 
God believed wholeheartedly in Catholic social teaching 
and its embrace of universal humanity. Black nuns pushed 
the church to be truly Catholic and to do what it said it 
did for all people. Thus, telling Black sisters’ stories allows 
us to broaden our definitions of radicalism. 

The journey of Black Catholic sisters in the United States 
is an overlooked story of the long Black struggle for 
freedom, dignity, and bodily integrity. Though practically 
invisible in annals of American and Catholic history, black 
sisters also played critical, and oftentimes leading, roles in 
the fight to dismantle racial barriers in the U.S. Church.  

FutureChurch’s new project, Women Witnesses for 
Racial Justice, is aimed at bringing Catholics together 
in community, to learn, pray, and take action for racial 
and reparative justice in the Church and in the world.  
With consultation from FutureChurch board member, 
Dr. Shannen Dee Williams, the project approaches racial 
justice through the lens of Black Catholic Women who 
have powerfully shaped Catholic tradition in ways that 
challenged racist structures and broke down racial 
barriers.

The project features resources for education, prayer, 
reflection, and discussion; newly commissioned art from 
Chloe Becker; a speaker series; and liturgies celebrating 
the legacies of these prophetic women.  All the elements 
work together to build communities of Catholics who are 
inspired to action.

Women Witnesses for Racial Justice Educational Series 
features fifteen Black Catholic Women who shaped 
Catholic tradition as they fought for racial and reparative 
justice in their religious communities, in the Catholic 

Church, and in their country:

• Sister Mary Antona (Elizabeth Louise) Ebo, S.S.M. 

• Servant of God Mother Mary (Elizabeth Clarisse) Lange, 
O.S.P. 

• Servant of God Thea (Bertha Elizabeth) Bowman, F.S.P.A. 

• Sister M. Martin de Porres (Patricia) Grey, R.S.M. 

• Martha Jane Chisley Tolton 

• Sister Mary Aloysius (Anne Marie) Becraft, O.S.P. 

• Venerable Henriette Delille, S.S.F. 

• Mother Josephine Charles, S.S.F. 

• Mother Mathilda Beasley, O.S.F. 

• Mother Mary Theodore (Eliza Barbara) Williams, F.H.M. 

• Sister M. Martin de Porres (Patricia) Grey, R.S.M. 

• Madre Anna Bates 

• Mother Emma Lewis 

• Dr. Lena Edwards 

• Mary Louise Smith

Sister Thea Bowman. Art by Chloe Becker, 2020.
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The first resource celebrating Sr. Mary Antona (Elizabeth Louise) Ebo, 
S.S.M. is now available for free download. It includes a brief biography of 
this “Sister of Selma” who marched for civil rights, desgregated her order, 
and remained a strong advocate for racial justice and inclusion until her 
death on November 11, 2017. The resource also features discussion and 
reflection guides on essential readings from Dr. Shannen Dee Williams 
and Fr. Bryan N. Massingale as well as prayer resources for individuals and 
communities including a Black Catholic History Rosary, a way of the Cross 
inspired by Black Catholic women, and Liturgy of the Word. 

Women Witnesses for Racial Justice continues FutureChurch’s tradition 
of confronting and challenging the contemporary church by recovering 
and proclaiming the stories of our foremothers in faith and advances our 
efforts to build a more just and inclusive church for all. Stay tuned for news 
about a new website, which will bring all of our “Women Witnesses” 
series resources together in one place! 

Visit futurechurch.org/racial-justice to learn more and to download 
these important resources as they become available!  

FutureChurch’s 

new project, 

Women Witnesses 

for Racial Justice, 

is aimed at 

bringing Catholics 

together in 

community, 

to learn, pray, 

and take action 

for racial and 

reparative justice 

in the Church and 

in the world. 

Mother Mary Lange. Art by Chloe Becker, 2020.
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Greece 2020 
Following in the Footsteps of Our Foremothers in Faith

This past March an international group of 29 pilgrims joined  

Sr. Christine Schenk, CSJ and Russ Petrus in Thessaloniki, Greece 

to begin a journey following in the footsteps of our foremothers 

in faith. The ten-day pilgrimage included visits to important 

Christian sites like Philippi, a center of Paul’s ministry where 

Lydia and her household were baptized; Cenchreae, the home 

of Phoebe who delivered the Letter to the Romans; and Corinth 

where Paul first met Prisca and Aquila as well as important Greek 

cultural sites. Though everyone has returned home safely, the 

pilgrimage continues to this day.

more coverage on next page...
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Today, Friday, was our first full day in Greece. Last night, 
after all of our pilgrims arrived, we made space for all 
29 of us to name a hope, a need, or an expectation for 
the trip. It was a true privilege and humbling experience 
to listen as each person shared her (or his) hope for this 
journey – really, to witness each of us entrusting this 
group of strangers (who will surely become friends) with 
a precious hope or a dream. 

There were so many wonderful hopes, dreams and 
expectations: community and solidarity; welcome and 
acceptance; knowledge and understanding; identifying 
with and being inspired by our foremothers in faith… 
But one hope stood out as particularly powerful to 
me.  Recognizing how difficult it can be to be a woman 
in our Church, one participant lifted up “hope itself” as 
one of her hopes for the trip.  

This morning, we set off a 2-hour journey east to the 
ruins of the ancient city of Philippi. Once we were on 
the road, we began with a prayer service, “In solidarity 
with all who journey.” The intent of this prayer was to 
help us recognize that we have chosen this journey for 
any number of reasons; and to call to mind the many 
thousands of people who are forced to journey from 

home and to a foreign land because of violence, war, 
crime, discrimination, and oppression of every kind. 

But, holding the previous night’s hopes in my heart, it 
struck me in a new way that the women in our group 
are on this pilgrimage, in part, because they too have 
been forced on a journey that they didn’t choose. Their 
whole lives are a journey of reconciling their faith and 
their beliefs with a Church that undervalues them; of 
seeking to way to situate and find themselves in the story 
of Salvation; of finding a way offer their whole selves and 
all of their gifts and talents to a Church that limits them 
simply because of their gender. 

On our way, Sr. Chris told us about the early Christian 
community at Philippi and particularly about Lydia, who is 
named in Acts 16. Once in Philippi, we visited the theater, 
agora/forum, and a few ancient basilicas. 

After lunch, like Paul, we went outside the city gate by the 
river and found Lydia, the merchant of purple cloth from 
the city of Thyatira in Asia Minor, who was among the 
first in Philippi to receive the gospel preached by Paul and 
Silas and to be baptized – likely in the very river we were 
standing at. She opened her house, where she hosted 
the first gathering of Philippians to hear them preach and 
formed and continued to gather the first Christians in 
Philippi. We stopped to pray, giving thanks to God for 
Lydia and her important contribution to the early Church. 

After our prayer, several of the women among us took off 
their shoes and socks and placed their feet in the living, 
dancing waters. I was lucky enough to catch up with 
Nontando Hadebe, later in the day, who tells us a little bit 
about what that experience was like for her in the video 
below. 

Meeting Lydia, outside the gate by the river
by Russ Petrus 

Russ Petrus, who served as the pilgrimage’s spiritual director, reflects on the first day in Greece.

Nontando Hadebe and April Hoak dip their feet  
in the river where Lydia was baptized.

VIEW
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https://youtu.be/x7_lcxLpm80


Despite looming pandemic, intrepid pilgrims honor 
church foremothers 
By Christine Schenk, CSJ for National Catholic Reporter 

I was blessed to be the educational guide as we explored and 
prayed at ancient archaeological sites where first-century women 
founded or led house churches; financially supported early 
Christian evangelists such as Paul, Silas and Timothy; welcomed 
the Gospel preached at their local synagogues; and/or carried 
good news to their neighbors and distant cities such as Rome and 
Ephesus. Read more about the pilgrimage at NCRonline.org

What did you learn from the coronavirus pandemic? 
By Nancy Sylvester, IHM for Global Sisters Report 

The coronavirus became “real” to me toward the end of the 
pilgrimage. Our group of 29 had gone from being strangers to 
a real community. We were careful and sanitized our hands all 
the time. We felt safe and tried to keep things in perspective. 
As we travelled from Thessaloniki to Athens, we were often the 
only ones at the hotels we stayed in at the restaurants and at the 
various archeological sites.When we arrived at the hotel in Athens 
and went to dinner, things changed. Read Nancy Sylvester’s 
contemplation at GlobalSistersReport.org 

Four African women share wisdom for a suffering 
world
By Christine Schenk, CSJ for National Catholic Reporter 

Two months ago, I was privileged to accompany a remarkable 
group of people touring ancient Christian sites in Greece. While 
our focus was on women leaders in early Christianity, I could not 
help but notice some impressive female leaders traveling right 
alongside us. The witness of four women from South Africa 
was especially compelling. They helped us appreciate diverse 
understandings of God in an African cultural context. Read more 
about our scholarship awardeees at NCRonline.org
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https://www.ncronline.org/news/coronavirus/simply-spirit/four-african-women-share-wisdom-suffering-world


Leaders: From Early Church to Future Church
A Reflection by Brenda Leroux Babin 

A pilgrimage is a transformative journey to a sacred place.  What began as a sacred journey to Greece 
to learn about our foremothers in faith has continued as a journey to a sacred virtual place where 
hearts join in a spirit of community learning about how we are becoming “future church” now.

On Thursday, March 5, God called 30 pilgrims from 
many corners of the globe together in an upper room 
in a hotel in Thessaloniki, Greece.  That night together 
we stepped into that liminal space where all pilgrimages 
begin. We journeyed through Greece learning about the 
women, Lydia, Prisca, Pheobe, and others, who were 
leaders in the church and instrumental in bringing Christ 
to the communities of the early church.  As we prayed 
and danced among the mustard seed--seeds descended 
from the same mustard seed that surrounded our 
foremothers--we were transformed into new leaders.  
On Thursday, our last night in Greece, we met again 
in the upper room of The View, a restaurant with an 
amazing view of the Acropolis.   That Friday, March 13th, 
we returned home the day before the US closed travel 
to the world due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  We all 
agreed to quarantine for 14 days upon returning home, 
and we returned home to a changed world, a world that 
will never be the same.  

The following Thursday and every Thursday for the past 
seven months at 2 pm EST (Interestly the same time that 

we gathered those two Thursdays in Greece when you 
consider the time zone difference), many of our pilgrims 
gather on Zoom for what I list on my calendar as my 
Pilgrim Chat. These Pilgrim Chats have become our 
return to the virtual upper room where we have become 
companions on the journey to a new sacred place, a 
place that we are creating as we journey.  

“These Pilgrim Chats  
have become our return to the 

virtual upper room  
where we have become 

companions on the journey  
to a new sacred place,  

a place that we are creating  
as we journey.“ 

During our Pilgrim Chats, we have broken bread 
together, prayed together, cried together, shouted 
together, planned together, and laughed together.  
We have celebrated each other’s successes.  We have 
supported each other through illness, hurt, sorrow, loss, 
and hardship.  Several of us have participated in retreats 
together and have become soul friends and companions 
in Christ. Many of us participate in the FutureChurch 
liturgies as participants, presiders, and readers.  We 
continue to learn through FutureChurch presentations 
and from each other.  We continue to be a support for 
each other as we return to service in the world and 
bring Christ to our local communities. We commiserate 
and support each other as we return to our classrooms, 
offices, and other places of service in these strange and 
unraveling times.  

The shared experience of being just ahead of the 
coronavirus as we traveled through Greece and of 
journeying through this strange time of pandemic as 
like-minded pilgrims continues to transform us into the 
leaders in the church to which God is calling us.  Our 
little community from the virtual upper room, we are 
“Future Church” NOW!

Brenda Leroux Babin on the shores of Cenchrea, the home of Phoebe, 
named ‘deacon’ in Romans 16.
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God’s Abundant Blessing in Everything 
A Reflection by Mary Ann McGuckin 

On March 4th of this year twenty seven women and 
two men, traveled from South Africa, Ireland, and 
many locations in the United States to Thessaloniki, 
Greece to begin a pilgrimage to sites in the early Church 
where women held positions of authority.Among the 
pilgrims were our leaders, Russ Petrus, co-director of 
FutureChurch and Sr. Christine Schenk, co-founder of 
FutureChurch. 

The holy places included sites such as a rocky hill outside 
the ancient walls of Corinth where a sea of blooming 
mustard seed flowers reminded Sr. Chris, award-winning 
author and our teacher on the pilgrimage, about Jesus’ 
parable of the mustard seed. Also included were the 
remains of a market where Paul, Prisca and Aquila 
had a tent-making booth to support themselves, and 
where women such as Phoebe and Lydia practiced their 
ministries. Many of these women worked alongside and 
independently of Paul, serving as partners spreading 
Christianity throughout the ancient world. 

It was for us pilgrims a Spirit-filled ten days, during 
which we would keep an eye on the Covid-19 situation 
at home and in Greece on our phones and TV at night. 
God blessed us abundantly, guiding us each step of the 
way, and all of us made it back home well and safely 
in the nick of time. The day after some of us flew into 

and out of Chicago O’Hare, the airport filled wall to wall 
with people being testing for Covid-19.

We came home to quarantines for two weeks or longer. I 
live in senior housing and was told to by the community’s 
administration to quarantine myself at the Holiday Inn 
near my home for two weeks. And so, without even 
stopping at my apartment first, I checked in to the hotel 
only to find out on my second day there that they would 
no longer be serving food…I had to find another way to 
get food!

Amid all of this chaos Russ gathered us together via 
Zoom to unpack what we had learned on our trip and 
to share our quarantine and other experiences with each 
other. That began an unbroken chain of meetings every 
Thursday till this very day. During this time, we have 
learned about each other’s families and communities, 
including those who had contracted Covid-19 and were 
in quarantine. We supported each other with prayer and 
messages of consolation when members of their families 
were ill or suffered injuries. We held one member in 
prayer who lost her sister very suddenly and another 
who remembered the daughter she had lost seven years 
ago.

We have supported each other with beautiful virtual 
celebrations, breaking open the Scriptures and sharing 
bread and wine together. We have discussed the news 
of the day – both religious and secular – and engaged 
in deep conversations about the effects of gender-based 
discrimination and violence due to patriarchy in all areas 
of the world, and especially in South Africa.  We stay up 
to date with the projects and books that Sister Christine 
Schenk is developing and all of the other good work 
our fellow pilgrims are doing out in the world. We learn 
about how colleges and religious communities are faring 
in the midst of the pandemic from sisters and professors 
and administrators among us. 

Even in this time of Covid-19, our group and our 
gatherings are a sure sign that God is still with us. 
We have found in our group camaraderie, support, 
laughter, wisdom and prayer in abundance and 
God’s blessing in everything.

Mary Ann McGuckin at the cliff-top monasteries of Meteora.
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The Sisters of the 
Congregation of St. Joseph 

wish to honor and thank 

FutureChurch 
for helping us to “Be Church” for the past 30 years.

We are thankful for and support your mission 
to seek changes that ensure all Catholics 
have the opportunity to fully participate 

in Church life and leadership.

www.csjoseph.org
Sister Chris Schenk, CSJ
FutureChurch Co-Founder 
and Founding Director

Congratulations on your 30th Anniversary,
and thank you for your crucial work 

in these unprecedented times.

http://www.csjoseph.org


Renewal Program: A Sabbatical Experience
The Renewal Program provides a holistic, semester-long sabbatical experience of
contemplative rest, theological renewal, and spiritual transformation.  Participants
are faith-based care providers, change-makers, teachers, seekers, and leaders who
are depleted or in transition, or seeking theological updating and spiritual renewal. 

Are you ready for renewal in
mind, body, and spirit?

The Renewal program continues to offer the opportunity to participate virtually with a
curated, holistic online sabbatical experience of weekly workshops, discussion forums,

community-building, and opportunities for prayer.

Sabbatical Program Overview
During Covid-19

Enroll in JST courses
Gather weekly with  your cohort
Deepen your spiritual practice through
retreats and guided prayer
Access treasure trove of electronic library
resources
Develop new skills at workshops with
experts in the field
Meet with a spiritual director

Contact us to learn more!  jstadmissions@scu.edu   (510) 549-5041

https://www.scu.edu/jst/academics/special-programs/-jst-renewal-program-a-sabbatical-experience/


 

 

 
  

TThhee  AAUUSSCCPP  aappppllaauuddss  FFuuttuurreeCChhuurrcchh  ffoorr  yyoouurr  
ssttrroonngg  aanndd  ppeerrssiisstteenntt  eeffffoorrttss  ttoo  pprroovviiddee  aallll    

CCaatthhoolliiccss  wwiitthh  tthhee  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  ttoo  ppaarrttiicciippaattee  ffuullllyy    
iinn  cchhuurrcchh  lliiffee  aanndd  lleeaaddeerrsshhiipp..  TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ffoorr  yyoouurr  

ccoouurraaggee  iinn  pprroommoottiinngg  nneeeeddeedd  cchhuurrcchh  rreeffoorrmmss  iinn  tthhee  
ssppiirriitt  ooff  VVaattiiccaann  IIII..  

  
 

************ 
MARK YOUR CALENDER…SAVE THE DATE! 

 

AUSCP Tenth Annual Assembly 
June 21-24, 2021 

Where do we go from here? 
 

Retreat Leader – Fr. Jan Michael Joncas  
Keynoters:  

Michael Sean Winters, Dr. Shannen Dee Williams, 
 Bishop William Wack 

Contemplative Process - Margie Klein, SSND 
 

 DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Bloomington – Minneapolis South 
 

GGoodd’’ss  PPrriieessttllyy  PPeeooppllee  AAllll  WWeellccoommee!!  
  

www.auscp.org  

https://auscp.org


Thank you, Fr. Bryan,

 for always preaching your Truth

to a world 

that doesn’t always welcome it.

Preach the Truth
as if you had 
a million voices.
It is silence 
that kills the world.
— St. Catherine of Siena

https://www.racinedominicans.org


http://romancatholicwomenpriests.org


Congratulations to Doris Reisinger 
and Fr. Bryan Massingale  
Thank you for your wisdom and courage,

 and most of all, for your faithful persistence. 
You are models for our Pilgrim Church,  

always seeking the best and paving a path for many others.  

With all best wishes for blessings and joy,
The ReclaimMagalene Project of FutureChurch

www.reclaimmagdalene.org | #ReclaimMagdalene

https://reclaimmagdalene.org


We thank 
Cecilia González-Andrieu, Ph.D. 

for bringing her knowledge to us  
in the  tradition of our  

earliest Church Mothers -   
Mary Magdalene,  
Mary the Mother,  

Phoebe, Prisca, and more -  
all women who courageously  

proclaimed the essence of our faith.  

From the ReclaimMagdalene  
project of FutureChurch. 

www.reclaimmagdalene.org | #ReclaimMagdalene

congratulates Future Church on 30 years! 

Thank you for three decades of dedication to
visioning and being a more inclusive, just Church. 

Heartfelt congratulations to Fr. Bryan Massingale on 
receiving the the Louis J. Trivison Award for your

tireless work advancing racial and gender justice. 

https://reclaimmagdalene.org
https://networklobby.org


Fr. Bryan Massingale
Ignatian Family Teach-
In for Justice Keynote

Cecilia González-
Andrieu, Ph.D.
Ignatian Solidarity 
Network Board Member

On behalf of the Ignatian Solidarity 
Network, congratulations to   
Louis J. Trivison Award recipient
FR. BRYAN MASSINGALE and  
2020 FutureChurch Fall Event keynote 
CECILIA GONZÁLEZ-ANDRIEU, PH.D. 
Thank you for your commitment 
to a more just world!
Ignatian Solidarity Network is a lay-led, faith-based non-profit organization, a national leader 
co-laboring with the Jesuit and broader Catholic network to advance a vision of the world in  
which the dignity of all God’s creation is upheld. Learn more: igsol.net

IInntteerrRReelliiggiioouuss  TTaasskk  FFoorrccee  oonn  CCeennttrraall  AAmmeerriiccaa  
Join with us to bolster the international solidarity movement—

standing with marginalized and vulnerable communities in Latin 
America, at our border, in immigration detention facilities, in 

county jails and state prisons, and on the streets of Cleveland. 
All people—everywhere—deserve dignity, care, and safe 

communities.  
 

SS OO LL II DD AA RR II TT YY   
Our liberation is bound together 

 
IRTFcleveland.org  

  facebook.com/IRTF1981  
    @IRTFCleveland 

http://igsol.net
http://irtfcleveland.org


Congratulations to FutureChurch!

Living the change 
we wish to see 

in our Church!

www.corpus.org

https://communityofstpeter.org
http://www.corpus.org


GlobalSistersReport.org

Giving voice to Catholic 
sisters around the world.

https://www.humilityofmary.org
http://www.globalsistersreport.org


http://www.sepawoc.org
https://www.womensordination.org


 
 

Honors and Thanks  
 

Cecelia González-Andrieu 
Rev. Bryan Massingale 

Doris Reisenger 
 

for their insightful and compassionate work  
In building a more inclusive church 

 
Keep in touch with how Catholics are building  

a more inclusive church for LGBTQ people  
 

wwwwww..NNeewwWWaayyssMMiinniissttrryy..oorrgg      
phone: 301-277-5674  

email: info@NewWaysMinistry.org    

http://newwaysministry.org
https://www.dignityusa.org


Connecting Catholics to church, faith  
and the common good with independent news,  

analysis and spiritual reflection.

REPORTERNATIONAL  
CATHOLIC

THE INDEPENDENT NEWS SOURCE

Subscribe today 
NCRonline.org/subscribe  •   800-333-7373

NCR reports on the issues you care about: 
Inclusiveness • Human Dignity • Social Justice 

http://www.ncronline.org


STAY CONNECTED ALL YEAR


www.futurechurch.org
FutureChurch’s home on the world wide web. Register for events, download 
podcasts and join our latest efforts. 


www.futurechurch.org/store
FutureChurch’s online store. Become a member or donate. Download or 
purchase print copies of our latest resources for renewing the Church. 


@FutureChurch
Like FutureChurch on Facebook, connect with other FutureChurch 
members and supporters, and get real-time commentary on breaking news.  


@FutureChurchUSA
Follow FutureChurch on twitter, learn about breaking news, and get our live 
reactions from events and programs that FutureChurch is at and a part of.

Other FutureChurch Sites
www.catholicwomendeacons.org
dedicated to restoring women deacons 
www.catholicwomenpreach.org
video and text of women preaching on the weekly scriptures 
www.reclaimmagdalene.org
dedicated to telling the true story of Mary of Magdala


www.futurechurchnews.org 
Get the latest news and our unique perspective - at home and abroad - at 
FutureChurch’s news site.   

3909 Rocky River Drive
Cleveland, OH 44111

216.228.0869
www.futurechurch.org

NEW SITE COMING SOON! 
Catholic Women Witnesses - dedicated to lifting up the stories and  
witnesses of remarkable Catholic women throughout history. 




