








A Prayer Service in Honor of Dorothy Day 
The Consc ienc e  of  American  Cathol i c i sm 

 
Opening Song: God of Day and God of Darkness (Text by Marty Haugen #493 Oregon Catholic    
 Press [OCP]  Today’s Missal Music [TMM] 2001) 
 
Call to Prayer: LEADER (This would be an appropriate time for a female pastoral minister to preside, or perhaps one male and 
one female presider). 
 
Readings:  
 Reader 1: “We emphasize always the necessity of smallness. The ideal of course, would be that each 
Christian... should take in one of the homeless as an honored guest, remembering Christ’s words:  ‘Inasmuch as ye 
have done it unto the least of these ye have done it unto me.’  The poor are more conscious of this obligation than 
those who are comfortably off.  I know of any number of cases where families already overburdened and crowded, 
have taken in orphaned children, homeless aged, poor who were not members of their families but who were akin 
to them because they were fellow sufferers in this disordered world.” (p.36. Meditations by Dorothy Day,  Paulist Press, 1970) 

 
 Reader 2:  “A long day full of difficulties. A priest called up and said he was sending over a  young woman 
who had threatened to kill herself.  She had already made one attempt, he said ...She was without work and without 
shelter, having been put out of her room early that morning.  We talked to her, gave her breakfast, some clothes and 
sent her up to the House of Hospitality.” (Meditations p. 24   All quotations from Meditations used with permission of Tamar Hennessey, 
daughter of Dorothy Day) 
 
Response  Blest are they the poor in spirit, theirs is the kingdom of God.  Blest are they full of sorrow, they shall be consoled.” (from 
“Blest Are They” by David Haas #565 in Today’s Missal Music ) 
 
REFRAIN: Rejoi c e  and be  glad, ble s s ed are  you , ho ly  are  you . Rejo i ce  and be  glad, yours  i s the kingdom of 
God.  (from “Blest Are They”  by David Haas #565 in Today’s Missal       Music 
[TMM] 2001 Oregon Catholic Press [OCP] 
  
 Reader 1  “One day last summer, I saw a man sitting down by one of the piers, all alone.  He sat on a log, 
and before him was a wooden box on which he had spread out on a paper his meager supper.  He sat there and ate 
with some pretense of human dignity, and it was one of the saddest sights I have ever seen.” (Meditations. p. 21) 
 
 Reader 2 “And speaking of food, Peter Maurin arrived in from the country after an absence of four weeks.  
Discussing economics, he displayed his grocery and newspaper bills for the month -- $9.00.  Peter is in favor of a 
big pot on the stove and a continual supply of vegetable soup, constantly renewed from day to day -- an idea shared 
by both Don Bosco and the I.W.W.’s.  After supper we went out to pushcart market and bought a large pot for 79 
cents, a ten quart one, and while the workers school is in session, we shall dine on soup.”(Meditations p.25) 

 
Response:  Blest are they the lowly ones, they shall inherit the earth.  Blessed are they who hunger and thirst, they shall have their fill. 
REFRAIN 
 
 Reader 1 “Within the Catholic worker, there has always been such emphasis placed on the works of mercy, 
feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, sheltering the harborless, that it has seemed to many of our intellectuals a 
top-heavy performance.  There was early criticism that we were taking on “rotten lumber that would sink the ship.”  
“Derelict” was the term used most often.  As though Jesus did not come to live with the lost, to save the lost, to 
show them the way.  His love was always shown most tenderly to the poor, the derelict, the prodigal son, so that he 
would leave the ninety-nine just ones to go after the one.” (Meditations p. 68) 
 



 Reader 2: “ No human creature could receive or contain so vast a flood of love and joy as I often felt after 
the birth of my child.  With this came the need to worship...to adore....It was because  through a whole love, both 
physical and spiritual, I came to know God.  (The Long Loneliness Harper San Francisco 1952, pp. 139, 140) 

 
Response: Blest are they who show mercy, mercy shall be theirs. Blest are they the pure of   heart, they shall see God. 
REFRAIN 
 

 Reader 1  “All our talks about peace and the weapons of the spirit are meaningless unless we try in every 
way to embrace voluntary poverty and not work in any position, any job, that contributes to war, not to take any job 
whose pay comes from the fear of war, of the atom bomb.  We must give up our place in this world, sacrifice 
children, family, wife, mother, and embrace poverty, and then we will be laying down life itself.” (Meditations p. 53) 
 
 Reader 2  “A German woman doctor, who spent a year in a concentration camp for refusing to sterilize 
epileptics said that one form of torture inflicted was to turn blinding lights into the cells so that the women could 
not sleep.  This is to be keeping vigil with Christ.  To keep vigil voluntarily is to be sharing his pain of the world, 
this agony of the Mystical Body.  Insomnia may be keeping vigil. (Meditations p.91 ) 

 
Response:  Blessed are they who seek peace they are the children of God.  Blessed are they who suffer in faith, the Glory of God is 
theirs. REFRAIN 

 Reader 1:  “The demands of the marchers were for social legislation, for unemployment insurance, for old-
age pensions, for relief for mothers and children, for work.  I remember seeing one banner having to do with man’s 
dignity, his ownership of and responsibility for the means of production. The years have passed and most of the 
legislation called for by those workers is on the books now.  I wonder how many realize just how much they owe 
the hunger marchers, who endured fast and cold, who were like the Son of Man when he said, “the foxes have 
holes, and the birds of the air have nests but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.” (LL p. 166) 
 
 Reader 2:  “ When the demonstration was over and I had finished writing my story, I went to the national 
shrine at the Catholic University on the feast of the Immaculate Conception. There I offered up a special prayer, a 
prayer which came with tears and with anguish, that some way would open up for me to use what talents I 
possessed for my fellow workers, for the poor.” (LL p. 166) 

 
Response: Blest are you who suffer hate all because of me.  Rejoice and be glad, yours is the kingdom; shine for all to see. 
REFRAIN 
 
Gospel: Matthew 25: 31-46 
 
Shared Reflection (LEADER  may give very brief reflection as a prelude to sharing. Suggested discussion starter: “What does it 
mean in our city, country, world economy to practice justice so that workers receive a just wage, the hungry are fed and the poor are 
clothed? Allow 15 minutes for discussion. If it is a large group ask people to break into smaller groups of 5-6. Consider using Call to 
Action’s Focus on Sweatshops as a resource.( brochure included with this prayer service) At the end of the discussion  invite each person 
to commit to one action in behalf of justice for the poor of our city, our world and write it down on papers you have  provided. 
 
Prayers of Intercession: (A sung response known to the group would be appropriate here) 
  
Offering.  While the basket is being passed sing Prayer o f  St .  Franc i s  (by Sebastian Temple # 537 in Today’s Missal ) A collection for 
the local hunger center or peace and justice group may be taken. As the basket comes around, participants include their commitment 
papers. 
 
Anointing for mission (have available oil or lotion.for anointing on the forehead or hands ). 
 
LEADER “Spirit of power, time and again throughout history you have anointed your servants, such as Dorothy 
Day and Peter Maurin, sending them on mission: to speak your word to the poor, to heal the sick, to free captives -- 
always renewing the face of the earth.  (LEADER extends hands over oil) 



Come Spirit of the Living One. Bless this oil of anointing.  Make it an oil of gladness and of healing, a lotion of 
strength and tenderness.  We pray that by this anointing our hands and hearts might be strengthened for the work 
that lies ahead, that we might be compassionate to human need, tender and strong in our care for one another, 
genuine in our friendship, and faithful to the commitments we have made. 
 
ALL:  We pray that through the power of this compelling Spirit we might know the unity that is ours: sisters and 
brothers of a common family, sharing a single home on this, our earth, as children of one God.  We ask your 
blessing as we anoint one another for the work of the gospel 
 
LEADER:  Begins the anointing. Participants anoint each other while saying: “Be strengthened in the work of the Gospel”  (Ritual 

adapted from More than Words by Janet Schaffran CDP and Pat Kozak CSJ) 

 
Commitment of Gathered Community (All stand and respond) 
LEADER: Women and men, what will we bring to birth in the world of the new creation? 
ALL:     Wisdom and justice, peace and compassion, concern for all God’s little ones, for the homeless and the 
destitute, the hungry, and all  who bear  the brunt of indifference and oppression. 
 
LEADER: Men and Women, what will we bring to birth on the earth of the new creation? 
ALL:      A deep respect for our planet, its wind song and its water, its topsoil and its forests, and a oneness with 
the wilderness that is image of our soul. 
 
LEADER: Women and Men, what will we bring to birth in the church of the new creation? 
ALL:      A total disdain for power that diminishes or destroys, divestment of wealth and status, a sharing of 
human resources based on mutuality and the sudden surprise of grace. 
 
LEADER: Men and Women, what will we bring to birth in the hearts of the new creation? 
ALL:        An unbreakable bond in the Spirit that binds as one all sisters and brothers,transcending class, color, 
culture, religion, race, and gender, that treats no personal preference, no physical or spiritual difference as aberration 
or handicap. 
 
LEADER: One has been born among us Who heralds such liberation Human liberation,Women and men’s 
liberation,have taken flesh among us and in Spirit dwell with us. 
 
ALL:      Holy the woman who helped this happen. Blessed are we when we give birth 
     to the Word made flesh in us. Amen. ( MT Winter WomanWord, Crossroad, l990 used with permission) 

 
Closing Song: “Anthem” by Tim Conry (#550 in Today’s Missal Music ) or “God Has Chosen Me” by Bernadette 
Farrell (#439 in Today’s Missal Music 2001) 
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Name____________________________ 
 

Dorothy Day: Consci ence  o f  Ameri can Cathol i c ism 

 
1.  Find the following facts about Dorothy Day’s life in the article: 
 
a.  When and where was she born? 

 
b.  How many brothers and sisters did she have? 
 
c.  How old was she when she converted to Catholicism? 

 
d.  How old she was when she was first arrested on charges of civil disobedience? 
 
c.  How old was she when she was arrested for the last time? 

 
d.  How old was she when she gave birth?  What was the child’s name? 
 
e.  Who were the three men who were involved in her life as lovers and husbands? 

 
1.     2.     3.  

f.  How old was she when she met Peter Maurin? 
 

g.  How old was she when she died? 
 
 
2. What were the two passions of Dorothy Day’s life?  

      
 
Why could she not (at first) reconcile these two passions as a newly converted Catholic? 
 

 
 
 
3. What movement did Dorothy Day and Peter Maurin start? ______________________ 

 
Describe Peter Maurin’s “three point program” of the movement.  
 
a.  

 
b.  
 
c.  

 
4. What was the original purpose of the Catholic Worker newspaper?  
 
 

5.   What was the origin and strength of Dorothy Day’s beliefs about non-violence? 
 
 
 



 
 
6.  Name at least six tactics that Dorothy Day used to address injustices. 

 
1.      4. 
  
2.       5. 

 
3.      6. 
 
7.  Why did Dorothy Day refuse to join the feminist movement as it existed in her time? 

 
 
 
 

8.  How did the birth of her child affect Dorothy Day spiritually?  
 
 
 

 
9.  Choose one of the six pro-feminist concerns reflected in Day’s life. Which one is of 
greatest concern to you personally? Explain why you think it is important.   
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
10. What does the life story and witness of Dorothy Day have to say to Catholics today?  

 
 
 
 

11. Dorothy Day is called the “Conscience of American Catholicism”. What do you think she 
would have to say about these contemporary issues? Choose one of these issues and write a 
brief statement about where Dorothy Day would stand on the issue today. Use information 
from the article to support your answer.  

 
Abortion   Welfare Laws 
Death Penalty  Women’s roles in the Church 
War     Violence in the media 

 

 

 

This worksheet was prepared by Janet Claussen as a part of FutureChurch’s Celebrating Women 

Witnesses Teacher’s Edition.  To order the complete edition with 12 essays, prayer services and 

worksheets, go to twww.futurechurch.org or call 216-228-0869 X5. 

 


