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Resources 
Poster and cards of Edith Stein in her Carmelite habit emblazoned 
with the Star of David at Auschwitz (artwork by Sr. Marie Celeste 
McFadden) are available from the Reno Carmel Printshop which 
can be reached at 775 332-5006. 

The feast day for Edith Stein is celebrated on August 9. Please use 
the enclosed prayer service in your parish or small faith community 

on that date or at another appropriate time. 

More! Celebrating Women Witnesses was developed by FutureChurch in partnership with 
Call to Action. Copyright is held by FutureChurch. Permission is granted to photocopy upon 
receipt of emailed or written request. Reprints available: $1 each, $10 for 25, and $35 for 100. 

Send for the original Celebrating Women Witnesses packet or our Women in Church 
Leadership and Future of Priestly Ministry organizing packets ($10 donation each). 

Send for our feast of Corpus Christi and St. Mary of Magdaia prayer services (both free). 
Join tens of thousands of others worldwide celebrating the July 22nd 

feast of this first Woman Witness. 
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Prayer Service Celebrating Edith Stein 
The feast day of Edith Stein is August 9th. This is also the anniversary of the day the United 

States dropped a nuclear bomb on Nagasaki. Today it is appropriate to remember not only Edith, but 
all victims of war and violence. From 1930, Edith began all of her letters with the word "Pax" which 
means peace in Latin. In J 933 after entering Carmel, this changed to "Pax Christi. " 

You. will need three candles and holder(s) to display them. The Paschal candle should be lit to 
provide the flame for the candles. A crucifix should also be displayed. Prepare name tags in the shape 
of crosses, about four inches across, for the anticipated number of attendees and attach straight pins. A 
bulletin board or mat board on a tripod will be needed to eventually display the crosses. (You may 
prefer a poster of Saint Edith Stein and then, during the liturgy, affix the crosses around the image). As 
each person arrives, have them sign their first name on a cross and pin it onto their clothing. 

Presider: "Our love of neighbor," states Edith Stein, "is the measure of our love of God. For 
Christians—and not only for them—no one is a 'stranger.'" Let us greet each other by name! 
Gathering Rite 

Group I; 
Let the glory of God be extolled. 
May God's great name be hallowed 
in a world whose creation God willed. 
May God's eternal kingdom soon prevail 
in our own day, our own lives, 
the life of all Israel and the entire world, 
and let us say: Amen. 
Lighting of first candle 

Group 2: 
Let God's great name be blessed 
forever and ever. 
Let the name of the Holy One, blessed is God, be 
glorified, exalted, and honored, though God is 
beyond all the praises, songs and adoration that 
we can utter, and let us say: Amen 

Lighting of second candle 

All: For us, for all Israel and the entire world, may the blessing for peace 
and the promise of life come true, and let us say: Amen. 
May God who causes peace to reign, in the high heavens, let peace descend on us, 
on all Israel and the entire world, And let us say: Amen. 

Lighting, of final candle 

Song: Dona Nobis Pacem (© 1994, OLA. Publications #528 in Gather) 

Scripture: "Far be it from to glory except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the 
world has been crucified to me and I to the world." (Galatians 6:14) 

Presider: "Ave Crux, spes unicai" proclaimed Edith in 1939: "Hail Cross, our only Hope! The world 
is in flames. But high above all flames towers the cross. They cannot consume it. It is the path from 
earth to heaven. It will lift one who embraces it in faith, love, and hope into the bosom of the Trinity." 
Edith was led to Catholicism by the power of the cross. Through personal experience she realized that 
each of us has to share in Christ's suffering, and only faith can transform it into joy. The crosses we 
bear are not always as burdensome as Edith's certain martyrdom. Every life follows different paths, so 
our own experience of the cross is unique. Remove your name tags and meditate now on the different 
manifestations of the cross in our lives. We are a world at war, a world suffering from famine, disease 
and poverty which influences us all; are we acting responsibly to cure these ills? Our neighborhoods can 
be crime and drug ridden; domestic violence can rupture our homes. Death of a loved one, chronic 
illness, depression, and caregiving can exhaust and devastate us. Problem relationships, isolation and 
loneliness, loss of employment or an unfulfilling job can challenge us. What in our individual lives calls 
us to oneness'in Christ's suffering? Ponder this and then consider the confidence that we as Christians, 
have knowing we do not endure these afflictions alone; there will be a-day of resurrection when all 
obstacles are surmounted. (After reflecting for several minutes, each person is invited to share his or • 
her personal "cross." All are then asked to affix their name tags to the board as .a sign of union with the 
cross and with each other in faith. Soft music can be played as the assembly processes forward; 
perhaps "Ubi Caritas.") 

Song: Dona Nobis Pacem (© 1994, GIA Publications #528 in Gather) 

Scripture: Sirach 4:20,22-31 



!
!

Reflection: (Preacher might consider Edith's faith journey, her quest for truth, her productive life 
rooted in humble action, her sharing of intellectual gifts, as well as her martyrdom. 10-15 minutes). 

Song: Dona Nobis Pacem (© 1994, GIA Publications #528 in Gather) 

And I remain with you: (From A Pentecost Novena, Edith Stein, Summer 1942) 

Group I: 
Who are you, sweet light that fills me and 
illumines the darkness of my heart? 

You are die space 
That embraces my being and buries it in 
yourself. 

You, nearer to me than I to myself And 
more interior than my most interior. 

Group 2: 
You lead me like a mother's hand, And should you 
let go of me, I would not know how to take another 
step. 

Away from you it sinks into the abyss Of 
nothingness, from which you raised it to the light. 

And still impalpable and intangible And beyond any 
name: 

All: Holy Spirit, Eternal Love! 

Presider: Even though close to the end of her life, Edith remains confident in her surrender to God's 
loving embrace. Let us likewise trust in God's mercy: 

Intercessions: 
For Edith and all victims of war, violence and extermination: 

AU: O. Loving God, give us courage to combat evil in our day. 
For peace in our world and peace in our hearts: 

All: O Loving God, help us dedicate ourselves to work for justice. 
For diversity of peoples, religions, races and sexual orientation: 

AU: O Loving God, guide us to respect others and rejoice in the gifts of their differences. 
For those oppressed and suffering: ' 

AU: O Loving God, assist us to-joyfully accept the crosses that we bear. 
For all who are searching for truth in our lives: 

AU: O Loving God, enlighten us to recognize that it is You we seek. 
For women who yeam to discern their innate gifts: 

All: O Loving God, teach us to bring to birth unconditional love toward all. 
For those who confront the end of their earthly lives: 

All: O Loving God, grant us the confidence of your compassionate embrace. 

Prayer: O Loving God, we rejoice in the life of Edith Stein: As a feminist philosopher, she helped 
women to live with fullness and grace. As an educator, she encouraged improvements in the Catholic 
curriculum for girls. As a scholar, she clarified intellectual inquiry making it understandable and relevant 
to all. As a victim of discrimination, she raised her voice in protest. As a humble servant, she was 
energized by a deep prayer life. As a seeker of truth, she discovered your mysterious love. As a martyr, 
she was a witness of steadfast faith and came to know the transformational mystery of the cross. May 
her life be for us, a model of love in action and may we too be filled with your compassionate grace, [n 
the name of Jesus, we pray. 

Sending forth: Canticle of the Turning (Rory Cooney, © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc.) 

I. This inclusive adaptation of the Jewish mourner's Kaddish is prepared with all due reverence to our Jewish brothers 
and sisters who recite it daily for eleven rhonths" after the death of a parent or loved one. This beautiful prayer of praise 
and hope is said to be the model for our Christian "Lord's Prayer." Pope John Paul 11 asks that as we remember Edith 
Stein, "We must also remember theShoah, that cruel plan to exterminate a people—a plan to which millions of our 
Jewish brothers and sisters fell victim. " Adapted from J. Frank Henderson, Liturgies of Lament, LTP, 1994. 

Prayer service developed by Money Flaherty who is a liturgy planner at St. Joseph Catholic 
Parish in Rock Island, Illinois. She is also Co-Founder of "Wisdom Weavers, " 

Celebrating Women Witnesses was!developed by FutureChurch info@futurechurch.org 216/228- 
0869. Permission granted to photocopy upon receipt or emailed or written request to FutureChurch. 
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