








A Prayer Service for the Feast of the Annunciation 
 
This prayer service does not need to be limited to the feast of the Annunciation, March 25, but can be used 
any time people gather to reflect on the witness of Mary of Nazareth. 
 
Note to planners:  The worship space can be arranged anyway you like, according to the needs and size of the 
group.  In the front, or in the center if people are gathered in a circle, place a small (table sized) unadorned 
Christmas tree.  Nearby place a lit candle.  As people gather for the service give each participant a taper, 
ideally one with a wide ribbon around it.  The presider or ritual leader may want to offer a few words of 
welcome before the candle lighting. 
 
Candle lighting:  As quiet music (perhaps an instrumental version of “God of Day and God of Darkness”) is 
played, the presider lights a taper from a central candle and then lights the candle of one of the participants.  
The flame is passed from person to person. 
 
Opening Song:  “God of Day and God of Darkness”  (Marty Haugan, 1985, G.I.A. Publications) 
 
Presider:  May the peace of Jesus Christ, our light that shines on in the darkness, be with you. 
 
All:  And also with you. 
 
Presider:  God of Day and God of Darkness, fill us with your light of hope and of peace and of love.  Let 
these candles remind us of the Divine spark that has touched all creation and has made it holy.  Let these 
flames remind us of the Spirit within us who calms us in our fear, who ignites our passion to serve, who guides 
us as we, like your servant Mary, say yes to your invitation to bring your light to birth in the world. 
 
All:  We welcome your light into our lives, O God.  Help us to trust your words and your ways as we ponder 
them in our hearts.  Amen. 
 
All extinguish candles. 
 
Psalm 25: 1-7 
Presider divides the group into two sections, A and B.  (Psalm translation is from the New American Bible, 
1990 Oxford University Press) 
 
Presider:   I wait for you, O Lord; I lift up my soul to my God. 
 
Side A:   In you I trust; do not let me be disgraced; do not let my enemies gloat over me. 
 
Side B:   No one is disgraced who waits for you, but only those who lightly break faith. 
 
Side A:   Make known to me your ways, Lord; teach me your paths.  Guide me in your truth and teach 
me,    for you are God my Savior. 
 
Side B:   For you I wait all the long day because of your goodness, Lord.  Remember your compassion  
   and love, O Lord, for they are of old. 
 
All:    Remember no more the sins of my youth; remember me only in the light of your love. 
 
 
 
Presider:  Compassionate and loving God, open our eyes and our ears to you as we joyfully await your Word. 
 
All:  Amen. 



 
Reading:  Luke 1: 26-38 
 
Reader: A reading from the Gospel of like…(after) the Word of the Lord. 
 
All: Thanks be to God 
 
Reflection/Sermon:  A brief reflection on Mary (see accompanying brochure) would be appropriate.  
Introduce the Tree Decorating Ritual allowing time for people to share their answers to the questions below in 
small groups. 
 
Tree Decorating Ritual:  Wide, soft ribbons (6-8 inches long) and pens are distributed to the participants.  
Ribbons could even be tied to the candles used in the opening ritual, and would be removed at this point.  
Presider or ritual leader invites participants to reflect on two questions and to write their answers on either 
side of the ribbon: 
 

1. In what way is God inviting me to bring Christ into the world? 
2. What is my response to God right now? 

 
Participants tie their ribbon on a branch of the tree when they finish writing. 
 
Magnificat:  After all have placed their ribbon on the tree, a familiar version of the Magnificat could be sung 
by the group.  Or the song could be presented as a reflection perhaps accompanied by a liturgical dance. 
 
Presider:  (Invite participants to extend a hand toward the tree and toward each other as sign of blessing.)  
Saving God, you entered into our humanity through the womb of the woman.  You joined our flesh and 
entered our lives, and you continue to invite us to bring you to birth in the world.  Bless us and these ribbons 
and the wisdom they hold, tied to bows that are evergreen.  Let them remind us of your call to discipleship, 
and of our response to your gentle invitations. 
 
All:  Help us to listen for your call and to say yes to your invitation.  Amen. 
 
Closing Prayer: 
 
Presider:  We thank you God for the gift of Mary, the Mother of Jesus, the Mother of the Church and our 
sister in faith.  Light our way as we leave this place, confident in your presence within us. 
 
All:  Amen. 
 
Closing Song:  An upbeat recessional song, such as “I saw Yes, My Lord (Digo Si Senor)” or “We are 
Companions on the Journey,” would be appropriate here. 
 
 

Prayer service prepared by Barbara Ballenger who has her master’s degree in pastoral ministry, writes for 
diocesan and religious media and works as a performing arts minister for Beacon Street. 
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