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Reconciliation Rite for Impasse
This prayer service is constructed to be used only once in a process that is conflicted, at a point in deliberations that reconciliation 
and consensus do not look probable.  It uses some pertinent Scripture readings, intercession and role play.  The facilitator or 
facilitating team needs to play an important part in this prayer service.  They will need to follow up on it in their next session 
around the conference table.  But having a night (or longer) to sleep on it will be an important time for rest after this ritual.  It 
is hoped that by confronting the personalities of peace, truth, mercy, and justice in an environment of prayer, a perspective of 
reconciliation emerges unique to that circumstance. 1

A Rite for Impasse

A hymn may be sung, or instrumental music may be played.

Presider:  We gather together in the presence of the healing love of God,  to ask for God’s guidance and blessing and to rededicate    
ourselves to the foundations of human community.  We are stuck.  Our deliberations have reacheda place where we feel powerless to 
make further movement.  Let us turn then to a source of wisdom and power tolead us to the next steps on the road to conciliation and 
communion.

One or several participants are asked to summarize the progress of the deliberations to this point, particularly noting common ground.

Presider: Let us pray,

Holy Spirit, you are the Spirit of unity.  We invite you into our lives this day.  Keep us singular in mind and purpose as we work to                 
bring God’s Kingdom upon earth. Bless our Church- all its leaders, its members, its young people.  Help all of us to overcome                 
 trials, separations, mistakes, and ignorance.  Ward off any extremes or superstitions.  Ignite us with your fire of zeal and courage. May 
your truth be our beacon and our shelter.  May nothing separate us, or those we love, from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 2

First Reading  Isaiah 58:10-12 Reader:  A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

The reading follows.  This lovely reading employs images of food and water to describe the restored humanity of those who attend to the 
poor. Compassionate generosity restores the foundations of a community and repairs the breach of relationship between peoples.

Reader:  The Word of the Lord.     All:  Thanks be to God.

Silence

Responsorial Psalm  Psalm 90:  1-2, 16-17

Sung version preferred, for example, Gather #84, “Fill Us with Your Love, O Lord,” Roy James Stewart, GIA, 1993.

Cantor/Reader:  Lord, you have been our refuge / through all generations.

All:  Lord, you have been our refuge / through all generations.

Cantor/Reader:  Before the mountains were born, the earth and the world brought forth, from eternity to eternity you are God.  Resp.

Cantor/Reader:  Show your deeds to your servants, your glory to their children. May the favor of the Lord our God be ours.
  Prosper the work of our hands! Prosper the work of our hands!  Resp.

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 3:3-9  Reader:  A reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians.
Quarreling allegiances to religious leaders like Apollos or Paul are the context of this exhortation to the Corinthian church.  As servants 
and field hands, each adds a unique gift to God’s building and everyone will receive a more than just wage according to the contribution 

made.

Reader:  The Word of the Lord.    All:  Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading       Presider:  A reading from the Gospel in the tradition of Luke. Luke 10:25-37

A questios to Jesus about the requirements for eternal life, prompts the response familiar to any Jew to God: “with heart, soul and 
strength” to which Jesus adds “neighbor as self.”  He illustrates this with the parable of the Good Samaritan.  Jesus expands the notion 
of neighbor to anyone in need, going beyond contemporary sensibilities.  Compassionate and generous self giving guarantees long life in 
the land.

Presider:  The Gospel of the Lord.   All:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

A generous time of meditation music and silence follows.



Homily or Reflection

This is given by one of those acting as facilitator.

Role Play and Intercessory Prayer

Presider: Psalm 85 [verses 10-11] proclaims a dance of four important figures in the transformation of any human conflict:  Near indeed is 
[God’s] salvation for the loyal; / prosperity will fill our land./ Love (mercy) and truth will meet; /  justice and peace will kiss.

Let us pray to know those principles working among us, to hear their voices.  Pause.

We pray for an awareness of your presence as we build this community on the foundation of justice; strengthen us when we are tempted 
to do what is expedient rather than what is just.

We pray, be with us, God of justice.

All:  Be with us, God of justice.

At this point a participant, who has been chosen to speak to the situation from the perspective of justice, presents to the assembly.  What 
does he or she see?  What is required to meet the demands of justice?

A clearly limited time should be agreed upon for this and each of the following presentations.

Presider:  We pray for courage to speak of what we have learned from our own integrity and that of our people and cultures.  The truth of 
the Gospel brings in its wake freedom.  We pray that our church family may flourish in the light of an honest and listening environment.

We prayer, be with us, God of truth.

All:  Be with us, God of truth.

A participant, who has been chosen to speak to the conflicted situation from the perspective of truth presents to the assembly.  What 
does he or she see?  What is required  to meet the demands of truth?

Presider:    Spirit of the living God, look with mercy on the communities gathered here.  Give us the grace to seek you in adversity and to 
reach out to each other in tolerance and mutual respect, to give and to receive your tender mercies.

We pray, be with us, God of mercy.

All:   Be with us, God of mercy.

A participant, who has been chosen to speak to the conflicted situation from the perspective of mercy presents to the assembly.  What 
does he or she see?  What is required  to meet the demands of mercy?

Presider:  As members of the body of Christ, may we continue searching for consensus  in our deliberations.  May we find some 
way to name the walls that divide us and  break through our impasse.  May God give us the gifts of the Spirit to impel us  forward 
with new service to the Christian community of this place.  Let us be for  one another a sign of your presence that we may know you 
have not abandoned us.

We pray, be with us, God of Peace.

All:  Be with us, God of Peace.

A participant, who has been chosen to speak to the conflicted situation from the perspective of peace presents to the assembly.  What 
does he or she see?  What is required to meet the demands of peace?

Justice, peace, truth and mercy are asked to have a conversation with each other.  What does each bring to the table, both positive and 
negative?  What do the participants appreciate about each perspective?  What do each fear about the other?

Leader:  We pray silently now for any needs that remain unspoken in our hearts.

Pause for silent prayer.

Leader:  For all the needs known only to our selves and to God, we pray.  God of Jesus the Christ, bring us together in the presence of 
your love that we may be a source of support for one another.

We pray in the name of Jesus, the truth, the justice, the peace, and the mercy of God, now and forever.

All: Amen,


