








Prayer Service Honoring the Beguines 
Medieval lay women who served and moved with the Spirit of God. 

 
This prayer service could be used as sunrise or vespers on June 23, the feast day of Bd. Marie 
D'O’Oignies, a well-known Beguine, who died in 1213.  In publicizing this prayer service, invite 
those who will attend to bring with then a small symbol of themselves to be shared during the 
service and taken home. 
 
Opening Song:  Select an appropriate upbeat gathering song, such as Gather Us In or We are 
Companions on the Journey,  Simple Gifts  or Ray Repp's variation of Simple Gifts, called  When 
Two or More would also bring out the theme of women's giftedness. 
 
Presider: (If the group is not already standing, invite them to do so) In the name of Jesus 
Christ, who gifts us with his love, may peace be with you. 
 
All:  In the name of Jesus Christ, who fills us with his hope, may peace be also with you. 
 
Presider: We gather today to celebrate one of the first women's movements in the church, that 
of the Beguines. These were women who were neither vowed to convent life or to marriage, but 
who lived in community, leading lives committed to holiness and service. As we quiet ours 
minds and call ourselves to prayer, we'll use the words of, Mechthild of Magdeburg, a Beguine 
who lived in the 13th century. (designate which side will be Group A and which Group B.): 
 
Presider: The prayer has great power which we pray with All our strength: 
 
  Group A: It makes an embittered heart mellow, A sad heart joyful. 
  
  Group B: A foolish heart wise, A timid heart bold. 
 
  Group A: A weak heart strong, A blind heart clear seeing, A cold heart ardent. 
 
  Group B: It draws God who is great into a heart which is small. It drives the  
  hungry soul up to the fullness of God. 
 
  Group A: It unites the two lovers, God and soul, in a place of bliss, Where they  
  converse long of  love. 
 
From On the Tenfold Value of the Prayer of a Good Person by Mechthild of Magdeburg, ca 
1212-ca 1282. In Visions and Longings, Medieval Women Mystics, by Monica Furlong. 
(Shambhala Publications Inc: 1996). Mechthild joined the Beguines of Magdeburg when she was 
in her late teens and lived as a Beguine for 40 years. 
 
Presider:  God of love and longing, we gather today to celebrate and call out the gifts you 
have placed among your disciples, especially your greatest gift of All, your love. Help us to bring 
these gifts to meet the needs of your world, drawing inspiration from women like  Blessed Marie 
D'Oignies, whose feast day is this month (June ), the poet Mechthild of Magdeburg and All the 
lay women of the Beguine movement, whom we remember today. They humbly, courageously 
and freely took your love to those in need and 
brought their love back to you. 
 
All: Amen 
 
Presider: Please be seated as we listen to the Word of God. 
 
First Reading:  Song of Songs 8: 6-7 
 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 13: 1-7 
 
Reflection: Note to the presenter: Background and a bibliography on the Beguines can be 
found in the accompanying brochure. Themes to develop might include the challenge for 
women to see themselves as gifts, and to respond courageously to the needs around them, 
despite the limits of church and society. Also, such Spirit-led movements of lay men and women 
require communities of support and prayer. The ritual that follows will give participants a time 
to model such communities as they share symbols of themselves in small groups. Introducing 
this discussion/ritual can close the reflective words. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Ritual: symbols of self... The Presider or a ritual leader should invite those gathered to form 
groups of four or five and to share symbols of themselves taken from their everyday lives, for  
example, a set of keys, a brief case, a piece of artwork or a poem. They may have been invited 
ahead of time to bring such a symbol with them. Invite those who didn't bring a symbol to look 
in purses or pockets or wallets.  You might even provide paper on which a symbol could be 
drawn. Have the groups discuss what these symbols say about them and their calling as 
Christian women. Invite them to discuss for about 5 to 8 minutes total, or longer depending on 
how time is going. 
 
Presider or ritual leader:  (After the discussion is completed) These symbols of ourselves reveal 
gifts that God has placed within us, gifts meant for others, gifts to fill needs. They reveal the 
gift that we are. Let us bring our gifts forward to be presented and to be blessed. (As quiet 
instrumental music begins, leader should invite the participants to quietly set their symbols in a 
designated place, such as on a special table, in an area near the front of the room, or in the 
center of the circle if that is how the participants are seated.) 
 
Presider:  (when the items have all been placed and participants have returned to their seats, 
invite the participants to extend their hands toward the symbols). God of all good gifts we set 
ourselves before you in symbol and in flesh, in hope and in love. Bless these symbols as you 
bless our lives, making them a sign of your loving presence in the world. 
 
All: Help us to yield to your Spirit, as she inspires movements of faith and justice, creativity and 
compassion in the communities that gather in your name.  Lead us to one another, in our needs 
and our joys, to be signs and symbols of your supportive grace. Amen. 
 
At this point the Presider can invite the participants to offer each other a sign of peace. A sung 
reflection or a liturgical dance would also be appropriate here to allow the participants to reflect 
on what they have just shared. 
 
Presider: Please stand. Loving God you have set us like a seal upon your heart. We praise you 
for your faithfulness, your abundant gifts of love, your strength as we leave here to continue to 
do your work. 
 
All: Grant us your peace, your love and your grace, as we pledge you ours. Amen. 
 
End with an appropriate closing song or a sign of peace, if you haven't done one already. 
 
Prayer service prepared by Barbara Ballenger who has her master's degree in pastoral ministry, 
writes for diocesan and religious media and works as a performing arts minister for Beacon 
Street. 
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