








Prayer Service Honoring St. Therese of Lisieux 
 
Before you begin, make sure all in the assembly have unlit tapers. Light the Paschal candle and have bowls and branches ready at the 
font. Invite everyone to turn to those around them and introduce themselves. When all have finished, begin song: 
 
Opening Song: We Are Called   [David Haas ©1988, GIA Publications, Inc.] 
 
Greeting 
 
Presider: In the name of God, who is Father and Mother, and of the Son and of the Spirit who sustains us in love. 
All: Amen. 
 
Presider: Grace and peace to you from God who calls us from the depths, and from our brother, Jesus Christ who 
loved and suffered for us. 
All: And also with you. 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
Presider: Let us pray. God of Love and Mercy, give us the gift of your presence. Help us to walk the ‘little way’ of 
St. Therese so that we too might find the way to you that she desired: one that is very straight and very short. Grant 
us freedom from our own “dark night of the  soul” and bring us into everlasting life with you.  We ask this in the 
name of your Son, Jesus. 
All: Amen. 
 
Liturgy of the Word: Reading: 1 Kings 18: 30-39  
(Note: Therese speaks of being a holocaust (an offering for God) and of giving ones self entirely over to God.) 
 
Psalm response: Psalm 91: Be With Me  [Marty Haugen ©1980, GIA Publications, Inc.] or Psalm 27: In the Land of 
the Living [Carl Johengen © GIA Publications, Inc.] or Psalm 25: Remember Your Mercies  [David Haas ©1985, GIA 
Productions, Inc.] 
                            
Gospel Acclamation: sung 
 
Gospel: Matthew 9: 9-13 
    
Reflection/Preaching: 10-15 minute reflection might include some mention of Therese’s conversion as a realization that God 
called her just as she was, in all her imperfection. Her method of the “little way” lay in her belief that “the smallest amount of pure love 
is more useful to the church than all the works that have been ever achieved.”  
 
Ritual Action: (Since the essence of Therese’s  “little way” is total surrender to God’s love for us, it seems logical to recommit ourselves 
to that love on this occasion. Since the essence of baptism is a total surrender, a dying and rising to new life in Christ; then it seems that a 
renewal of our baptismal commitment would be appropriate. Begin with a renewal of baptismal vows (See P.386 The Rites, Vol 1.): 
All Stand 
 
Presider: Do you reject sin so as to live in the freedom of God’s children?  All: I do. 
 
Presider: Do you reject the glamour of evil, and refuse to be mastered by sin? All: I do. 
 
Presider: Do you reject Satan, father of sin and prince of darkness?  All: I do. 
 
Presider: Do you believe in God, the Creator almighty, Maker of heaven and earth?  All: I do. 
 



Presider: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was born of the woman  Mary, crucified, 
died, and buried, rose from the dead, and is now seated at the right hand of God?  All: I do. 
 
Presider: Do believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting?    All: I do. 
 
Presider: This is our faith. This is the faith of the Church. We are proud to profess it, in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 
All: Amen  
 
Follow with a Rite of Sprinkling and Lighting of Candles: (play music quietly during this action) Have several people from the assembly 
come either to the font or another place where baptismal water is present. Have several fill bowls with water and several light candles from 
the Paschal Candle. Those with the water should, using their hands or a branch move through the assembly, sprinkling them liberally 
with the waters of baptism. Those with the lighted candled will follow a short distance behind the water, lighting the assembly’s tapers as 
they go. When all are lighted: 
 
Presider: Sisters and brothers, this light is entrusted to you to be kept burning brightly. We have all been 
enlightened by Christ. We are to walk always as children of the light. May we keep this flame of faith alive in our 
hearts. When the Lord comes, may we go out to meet him with all the saints in the heavenly kingdom.  
 
Closing prayer:     
 
Presider: Let us pray in the words of St. Therese: “O My God! Most Blessed Trinity, I desire to Love You and 
make You loved..”  “Since you loved me so much as to give me Your only Son as my Savior...the infinite treasures 
of His merits are mine. I offer them to You with gladness, begging You to look upon me only in the Face of Jesus 
and in His Heart burning with Love.” We ask this and all things in the name of Your Son Jesus the Christ, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  
All: Amen. 
 
Presider: May God bless us all, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
All: Amen. 
 
Presider: Now, let us go from here to spend our lives doing good and loving God and each other.   
All: Thanks be to God. 
                                    
Closing song: I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light [Kathleen Thomerson © 1970,1975, Celebration Acc. by Robert 
J. Batastini © 1987, GIA Publications.]  
 
Note that all music for this service can be found in Gather Comprehensive © 1994 GIA 
 

 
 
 
 
 

This prayer service was prepared by Laurel Jurecki who has a Master's degree in Liturgy and is a  
Pastoral Minister in Cleveland, OH. 
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Name___________________________ 
 

Therese  o f  Lis i eux: Love Changes  Every thing 
 
1. Find the following basic information about the life of St. Therese of Lisieux: 
 

Year of birth:  
 
Her birth name:  
 
Her birth order in the family: 
 
Names of two of her sisters:  
 
Name of her autobiography: 
 
Age at her death:  
 
Name of the illness that caused her death: 
 
Year she was canonized: 
 
Year she was named a Doctor of the Church: 

 
2. Name six sources of information that we have about the deep spirituality of St. Therese. 
 
a.       d. 
 
b.      e. 
 
c.       f.  
 
 
3. Name at least six vocations that Therese felt called to be in her life.   
 
a.        d.  
 
b.        e. 
 
c.        f.  
 
 
4. What did Therese discover as her ultimate vocation by reading St. Paul’s Letter to the Corinthians? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5. St. John of the Cross wrote about “the dark night of the soul,” an experience of a lengthy profound 
feeling of the absence of God. Based on Therese’s manuscripts what was this “dark night of the soul” like 
for her?  
 
 
 
 
 
6. St. Therese’s “little way” has become one way of describing her spirituality. What did Therese mean by 
her “little way”?  
 
 
 
 
 
7.  Name one way that a young person might apply Therese’s “little way” in his/her life today.  
 
 
 
 
 
8.  St. Therese of Lisieux is one of the most popular saints of our day. What do you think is her most 
important legacy or gift for Catholics today? How does her life speak to us? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9.  For further research in the library or on the internet, do one of the following:  
a. Therese has come to be known as the “Little Flower of Jesus.” Find out more about the meaning of this 
title for St. Therese of Lisieux and write a paragraph about how this metaphor is a fitting description for 
her. 
 
 
 
b. Therese of Lisieux is a Doctor of the Church. Find out what the Church means by this distinction. How 
many Doctors are there? How many are women? Find out their names, when they lived and when they 
were named as Doctors. Also, note the number of men. Write a paragraph about what you learned and 
how it is significant to women as leaders in the Church.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This worksheet was prepared by Janet Claussen as a part of FutureChurch’s Celebrating Women 

Witnesses Teacher’s Edition.  To order the complete edition with 12 essays, prayer services and 

worksheets, go to twww.futurechurch.org or call 216-228-0869 X5. 

 


