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SIX GATHERINGS
March02   EucharistParish
March09   FuturePriesthood
March16    WomenEquality
March23   LayLeadership
March30   RacialJustice
April06   FaithPublicLife
June05  PentecostSendOff



  M
ar

ch
 0

2:
  E

uc
ha

ris
tP

ar
ish

SESSION I  INTRODUCTION

• Purpose of the sessions
• Overview of series/session (including what happens after its done)
• The importance of recording part of the evening–take notes, journal throughout 

as needed
• Introduce topic and the witness

A brief moment of silent centering

LITURGY OF THE WORD

OPENING SONG (optional)

OPENING RITE:

SIGN OF THE CROSS: In the name of the God, our Creator; of Christ Jesus, our Savior; 
and the Holy Spirit of Hope. Amen. 

WELCOME: Friends, we gather, grateful to be together in God’s presence and to 
discern ways the Holy Spirit is calling us – the People of God – to deepen our under-
standing of what it means to walk together in love.   

OPENING PRAYER: So, united in hope as one body, let us pray: 
Loving God, bless our time together with your insight. Give us the grace to discern 
and respond faithfully to your invitation to grow. 
We make this prayer in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

READING:

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 42:8-10, 14-16)

I Am Who Am! This is my Name!
I will not yield my glory to another god
or my praise to idols!

SESSION I
PARISH CLOSINGS & 
PARTICIPATION 
IN THE EUCHARIST 

March 2, 2022 
12noon & 7pm EST
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See how former predictions have come true.
And now I declare new things!
Before they spring forth, I tell them to you.”
Sing to God a new song,
sing God’s praise to the ends of the earth!
Let the sea and all that fills it sing God’s praise,
the islands and all who inhabit them!
“For a long time I held my peace,
restrained myself and held myself in check.
But now I groan as if giving birth,
gasping and panting!
I will lay waste the mountains and hills,
and dry up all their greenery.
I will turn the rivers into wildernesses,
drying every pool.
Those who are blind,
I will lead by a route they don’t know,
and guide them by unfamiliar paths.
I will turn the darkness before them into light
and straighten out their twisting roads. 
These things I will do,
and I will not abandon them. 

The Word of the Lord. 
--Thanks be to God. 

WITNESS

A member of the community is welcomed and briefly introduced and given space to 
share on the topic. 

PREPARATORY PRAYER 

We have reflected on the Word of God and listened to our witness. We now invite 
God’s Spirit of Wisdom to be with us as we take some moments of silence to pray 
with what we have heard. 

SMALL GROUPS 

At this time we will move into small groups to share what is arising for us from our 
own experience and in our prayer. There will be 4 or 5 of you in each group and you 
will have 30 minutes to share. Please allow space for all to speak without judgment 
or interruption. Here are some questions to guide your sharing:  

• What is your own experience of this particular issue?
• What is the impact of this situation on you? On the local community? On the 

Church? On the world? On God? 
• What might God be trying to communicate to us?   

OFFERING FEEDBACK
3
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Let us take a moment of silence to give thanks for one another’s generosity of shar-
ing and to lift up to our Loving God what we have heard. 
A moment of quiet prayer…

We have prayed and shared. In a spirit of hope and love, we invite you now to put 
into writing the thoughts, insights, and movements that you desire the Synod to 
receive from our community. 
Offer instructions of how they will do this.

Thank you for your generosity in sharing your prayerful feedback with our Church 
leadership. 

OFFICIAL PRAYER FOR THE SYNOD (slightly adapted)

Let us pray together the prayer for the synod process being undertaken throughout 
the world at Pope Francis’ request. 

We stand before You, Holy Spirit,
     as we gather together in Your name.
With You alone to guide us,
     make Yourself at home in our hearts;
Teach us the way we must go
     and how we are to pursue it.
Lead us from weakness and sin;
     do not let us promote disorder.
Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path
     nor partiality influence our actions.
Let us find in You our unity within diversity
     so that we may journey together to eternal life
     and not stray from the way of truth
     and what is right.
All this we ask of You,
     who are at work in every place and time,
     in the communion of our Creator and Redeemer,
     forever and ever.  Amen.

CLOSING RITE 

May the God of hope fill us with every joy in believing.
May the peace of Christ abound in our hearts and minds.
And may the Holy Spirit gift and guide us, now and always.   
Amen. 
Our Liturgy of the Word is now ended: Let us go in peace, 
giving glory to God by our lives. 
Thanks be to God.

CLOSING SONG (optional)
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SESSION II INTRODUCTION

• Purpose of the sessions
• Overview of series/session (including what happens after its done)
• The importance of recording part of the evening–take notes, journal throughout 

as needed
• Introduce topic and the witness

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

OPENING SONG (optional)

OPENING RITE: 

SIGN OF THE CROSS: In the name of God our Creator, and of Christ the Liberator, and 
of the Holy Spirit of Hope.  Amen

WELCOME: Friends, we gather in reverence before God who never gives up on us, 
who faithfully seeks our flourishing and our constant renewal. We join tonight to 
contemplate together the changing face of the priesthood, asking God to show 
us Her desires for the future of our Church. We are clay in Her hands, eager to be 
shaped by Her trust in us.   

OPENING PRAYER: So, united in hope as one body, let us pray: 
God of Rebirth, bless us with your wisdom. Give us the grace to recognize your invi-
tation to new horizons, and the humility to be molded by Your love for us. We make 
this prayer in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

READING: 

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah (Jeremiah 18: 1-6) 

The word that came to Jeremiah from God: 
“Come, go down to the potter’s house, 
and there I will let you hear my words.” 
So I went down to the potter’s house,

SESSION II
THE CHANGING FACE 
OF THE PRIESTHOOD 

March 9, 2022 
12noon & 7pm EST
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and there the potter was working at the wheel. 
Whenever the object of clay that the potter was making turned out badly,
 the potter tried again, making of the clay another object, 
of whatever sort the potter pleased.

Then the word of God came to me: 
Can I not do with you, O house of Israel, 
just as this potter has done?” says Holy God. 
“Just like the clay in the potter’s hand, 
so are you in my hand, O house of Israel.”

The Word of God 
Thanks be to God. 

WITNESS

A member of the community is welcomed and briefly introduced and given space 
to share on the topic. 

PREPARATORY PRAYER 

We have reflected on the Word of God and listened to our witness. We now take 
some 

moments of silence to pray with what we have heard. 

SMALL GROUPS (30 minutes)

At this time we will move into small groups to share what is arising for us from our 
own experience and in our prayer. There will be 4 or 5 of you in each group and you 
will have 30 minutes to share. Please allow space for all to speak without judgment 
or interruption. Here are some questions to guide your sharing:  

• What is your own experience of this particular issue?
• What is the impact of this situation on you? On the local community? On the 

Church? On the world? On God? 
• What might God be trying to communicate to us?   

OFFERING FEEDBACK 

Let us take a moment of silence to give thanks for one another’s generosity of shar-
ing and to lift up to our Loving God what we have heard. 
A moment of quiet prayer…

We have prayed and shared. In a spirit of hope and love, we invite you now to put 
into writing the thoughts, insights, and movements that you desire the Synod to 
receive from our community. 
Offer instructions of how they will do this.

Thank you for your generosity in sharing your prayerful feedback with our Church 
6
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leadership. 

OFFICIAL PRAYER FOR THE SYNOD (slightly adapted)

Let us pray together the prayer for the synod process being undertaken throughout 
the world at Pope Francis’ request. 

We stand before You, Holy Spirit,
     as we gather together in Your name.
With You alone to guide us,
     make Yourself at home in our hearts;
Teach us the way we must go
     and how we are to pursue it.
Lead us from weakness and sin;
     do not let us promote disorder.

Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path
     nor partiality influence our actions.
Let us find in You our unity within diversity
     so that we may journey together to eternal life
     and not stray from the way of truth
     and what is right.
All this we ask of You,
     who are at work in every place and time,
     in the communion of our Creator and Redeemer,
     forever and ever.  Amen.

CLOSING RITE 

May the God of hope fill us with every joy in believing.
May the peace of Christ abound in our hearts and minds.
And may the Holy Spirit gift and guide us, now and always.   
Amen. 

Our Liturgy of the Word is now ended: Let us go in peace, 
giving glory to God by our lives. 
Thanks be to God.

CLOSING SONG (optional)
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SESSION III INTRODUCTION

• Purpose of the sessions
• Overview of series/session (including what happens after its done)
• The importance of recording part of the evening–take notes, journal throughout 

as needed
• Introduce topic and the witness

LITURGY OF THE WORD

OPENING SONG: (optional)

OPENING RITE:

SIGN OF THE CROSS: In the name of God our Creator, of Christ our Brother, and of 
the Holy Spirit our Guide.  Amen. 

WELCOME: Friends, we gather tonight to seek the direction of our Loving God, who 
implores us to honor the dignity of all creation. We join together with humble hearts 
to ask God for the grace to recognize how the Spirit is inviting us to welcome the full 
participation of women in the life and governance of the Church.   

OPENING PRAYER: So, united in great confidence, we pray to the Holy One who 
always hears us: God of Justice, we gather in hope and love. We have waited so very 
long for gender equality. Please show us the path to a vibrant Church that finally 
welcomes and celebrates the gifts of all your people. Through Jesus Christ, our Sav-
ior and Friend. Amen. 

READING: 

A reading from the Book of Ecclesiastes (Ecclesiastes 4:9-12) 

Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil. 
For if they fall, one will lift up the other; 
but woe to one who is alone and falls and does not have another to help. 

SESSION III
WOMEN AS FULL 
PARTICIPANTS 

March 16, 2022 
12noon & 7pm EST
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Again, if two lie together, they keep warm; 
but how can one keep warm alone? 
And though one might prevail against another, 
two will withstand one. 
A threefold cord is not quickly broken.

The Word of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

WITNESS

A member of the community is welcomed and briefly introduced and given space to 
share on the topic. 

PREPARATORY PRAYER (4 minutes)

We have reflected on the Word of God and listened to our witness. We now take 
some moments of silence to pray with what we have heard. 

SMALL GROUPS (30 minutes)

At this time we will move into small groups to share what is arising for us from our 
own experience and in our prayer. There will be 4 or 5 of you in each group and you 
will have 30 minutes to share. Please allow space for all to speak without judgment 
or interruption. Here are some questions to guide your sharing:  

• What is your own experience of this particular issue?
• What is the impact of this situation on you? On the local community? On the 

Church? On the world? On God? 
• What might God be trying to communicate to us?   

OFFERING FEEDBACK

Let us take a moment of silence to give thanks for one another’s generosity of shar-
ing and to lift up to our Loving God what we have heard. 
A moment of quiet prayer…

We have prayed and shared. In a spirit of hope and love, we invite you now to put 
into writing the thoughts, insights, and movements that you desire the Synod to 
receive from our community. 
Offer instructions of how they will do this.

OFFICIAL PRAYER FOR THE SYNOD (slightly adapted)

Let us pray together the prayer for the synod process being undertaken throughout 
the world at Pope Francis’ request. 

We stand before You, Holy Spirit,
     as we gather together in Your name.
With You alone to guide us,

9
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     make Yourself at home in our hearts;
Teach us the way we must go
     and how we are to pursue it.
Lead us from weakness and sin;
     do not let us promote disorder.
Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path
     nor partiality influence our actions.
Let us find in You our unity within diversity
     so that we may journey together to eternal life
     and not stray from the way of truth
     and what is right.
All this we ask of You,
     who are at work in every place and time,
     in the communion of our Creator and Redeemer,
     forever and ever.  Amen.

CLOSING RITE 

May the God of hope fill us with every joy in believing.
May the peace of Christ abound in our hearts and minds.
And may the Holy Spirit gift and guide us, now and always.   
Amen. 

Our Liturgy of the Word is now ended: Let us go in peace, 
giving glory to God by our lives. 
Thanks be to God.

CLOSING SONG: (optional)
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SESSION VI INTRODUCTION

• Purpose of the sessions
• Overview of series/session (including what happens after its done)
• The importance of recording part of the evening–take notes, journal throughout 

as needed
• Introduce topic and the witness

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

OPENING SONG: (optional)

OPENING RITE: 

SIGN OF THE CROSS: In the name of God the Author of Life, and of Jesus our Brother, 
and of the Holy Spirit our Confidante. Amen. 

WELCOME: Friends, we gather before God, who desires each one of us: our time, our 
gifts, our heart. Tonight, we come together to ask the Holy Spirit to help us discern 
how God calls the laity—as co-workers with the clergy—to participate in the life of 
the Church.    

COLLECT: So, united in joy, we begin in prayer: God of Creativity and Inspiration 
and Light, You are always at work anew in our lives. Show us how you are inviting 
the Church to (re)order itself according to Your desire for a vibrant and just Church. 
Show us, that we may follow—not only for our own good, but for the good of the 
world. Through Jesus the Christ. Amen. 

READING:

A reading from the Letter to the Ephesians (Ephesians 2:19-22)

You are no longer strangers and sojourners, 
but you are fellow citizens with the holy ones 

SESSION IV
LAY LEADERSHIP
IN THE CHURCH 

March 23, 2022 
12noon & 7pm EST
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and members of the household of God, 
built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
with Christ Jesus himself as the capstone. 
In Christ the whole structure is held together 
and grows into a temple sacred in our God; 
in Christ you also are being built together 
into a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.  

The Word God 
Thanks be to God. 

WITNESS

A member of the community is welcomed and briefly introduced and given space 
to share on the topic. 

PREPARATORY PRAYER 

We have reflected on the Word of God and listened to our witness. We now take 
some moments of silence to pray with what we have heard. 

SMALL GROUPS 

At this time we will move into small groups to share what is arising for us from our 
own experience and in our prayer. There will be 4 or 5 of you in each group and you 
will have 30 minutes to share. Please allow space for all to speak without judgment 
or interruption. Here are some questions to guide your sharing:  

• What is your own experience of this particular issue?
• What is the impact of this situation on you? On the local community? On the 

Church? On the world? On God? 
• What might God be trying to communicate to us?   

OFFERING FEEDBACK

Let us take a moment of silence to give thanks for one another’s generosity of shar-
ing and to lift up to our Loving God what we have heard. 
A moment of quiet prayer…

We have prayed and shared. In a spirit of hope and love, we invite you now to put 
into writing the thoughts, insights, and movements that you desire the Synod to 
receive from our community. 
Offer instructions of how they will do this.

OFFICIAL PRAYER FOR THE SYNOD (slightly adapted)

Let us pray together the prayer for the synod process being undertaken throughout 
the world at Pope Francis’ request. 

We stand before You, Holy Spirit,
12
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     as we gather together in Your name.
With You alone to guide us,
     make Yourself at home in our hearts;
Teach us the way we must go
     and how we are to pursue it.
Lead us from weakness and sin;
     do not let us promote disorder.
Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path
     nor partiality influence our actions.
Let us find in You our unity within diversity
     so that we may journey together to eternal life
     and not stray from the way of truth
     and what is right.
All this we ask of You,
     who are at work in every place and time,
     in the communion of our Creator and Redeemer,
     forever and ever.  Amen.

CLOSING RITE 

May the God of hope fill us with every joy in believing.
May the peace of Christ abound in our hearts and minds.
And may the Holy Spirit gift and guide us, now and always.   
Amen. 

Our Liturgy of the Word is now ended: Let us go in peace, 
giving glory to God by our lives. 
Thanks be to God.

CLOSING SONG: (optional)
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• Purpose of the sessions
• Overview of series/session (including what happens after its done)
• The importance of recording part of the evening–take notes, journal throughout 

as needed
• Introduce topic and the witness

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

OPENING SONG: (optional)

OPENING RITE

SIGN OF THE CROSS: In the name of God our Creator, and of Jesus our Savior, and of 
the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

WELCOME: We gather with confidence in the power of the Holy Spirit to capture our 
hearts, to help us see ourselves plainly, to carry us from misguided and dangerous 
understandings to truth and reconciliation. We join together tonight to ask God to 
teach us the way to justice, both in and beyond the Church.

COLLECT: So, united in hope, we pray: God of Power, enlighten us. Show us how 
the Body of Christ can walk together with more humility, greater love and an ev-
er-deepening commitment to racial justice. Bless us with Your vision, and inspire us 
to be Your tireless companions in the quest for equality for all people everywhere. 
Through Christ the Liberator. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING:

A reading from the Book of Deuteronomy (Deuteronomy 16:18, 20) 
 
You shall appoint judges and officials throughout your tribes, 
in all your towns that the Your God is giving you, 

SESSION V
RACIAL JUSTICE IN THE
CHURCH AND WORLD 

March 30, 2022 
12noon & 7pm EST
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and they shall render just decisions for the people. 
You must not distort justice; you must not show partiality. 
Justice, and only justice, you shall pursue, 
so that you may live and occupy the land 
that the Your God is giving you.

The Word of God 
Thanks be to God. 

WITNESS

A member of the community is welcomed and briefly introduced and given space to 
share on the topic. 

PREPARATORY PRAYER 

We have reflected on the Word of God and listened to our witness. We now take 
some moments of silence to pray with what we have heard. 

SMALL GROUPS (30 minutes)

At this time, we will move into small groups to share what is arising for us from our 
own experience and in our prayer. There will be 4 or 5 of you in each group and you 
will have 30 minutes to share. Please allow space for all to speak without judgment 
or interruption. Here are some questions to guide your sharing:  

• What is your own experience of this particular issue?
• What is the impact of this situation on you? On the local community? On the 

Church? On the world? On God? 
• What might God be trying to communicate to us?   

OFFERING FEEDBACK 

Let us take a moment of silence to give thanks for one another’s generosity of shar-
ing and to lift up to our Loving God what we have heard. 
A moment of quiet prayer…

We have prayed and shared. In a spirit of hope and love, we invite you now to put 
into writing the thoughts, insights, and movements that you desire the Synod to 
receive from our community. 
Offer instructions of how they will do this.

Thank you for your generosity in sharing your prayerful feedback with our Church 
leadership. 

OFFICIAL PRAYER FOR THE SYNOD (slightly adapted)

Let us pray together the prayer for the synod process being undertaken throughout 
the world at Pope Francis’ request. 

15
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We stand before You, Holy Spirit,
     as we gather together in Your name.
With You alone to guide us,
     make Yourself at home in our hearts;
Teach us the way we must go
     and how we are to pursue it.
Lead us from weakness and sin;
     do not let us promote disorder.
Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path
     nor partiality influence our actions.
Let us find in You our unity within diversity
     so that we may journey together to eternal life
     and not stray from the way of truth
     and what is right.
All this we ask of You,
     who are at work in every place and time,
     in the communion of our Creator and Redeemer,
     forever and ever.  Amen.

CLOSING RITE 

May the God of hope fill us with every joy in believing.
May the peace of Christ abound in our hearts and minds.
And may the Holy Spirit gift and guide us, now and always.   
Amen. 

Our Liturgy of the Word is now ended: Let us go in peace, 
giving glory to God by our lives. 
Thanks be to God.

CLOSING SONG: (optional)
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Fa
ith SESSION VI INTRODUCTION

• Purpose of the sessions
• Overview of series/session (including what happens after its done)
• The importance of recording part of the evening–take notes, journal throughout 

as needed
Introduce topic and the witness 

LITURGY OF THE WORD

OPENING SONG: (optional)

OPENING RITE:

SIGN OF THE CROSS: In the name of God our Creator, and of Jesus our Trusted Com-
panion, and of the Holy Spirit our Guide. Amen. 

WELCOME: We gather as one people in the great hope that the Spirit will knit the 
human family into one body. We come before God in great humility, asking for guid-
ance and wisdom in this deeply polarized, fractured and fragile time.   

COLLECT: So, united with quiet and expectant hearts, we pray: God of Reconcil-
iation, show us how to overcome division so that we might walk together in the 
fullness of peace and charity. Help us to journey the path of forgiveness and healing, 
gentleness and acceptance, justice and love. Through Jesus our Joy. Amen. 

READING: 

A reading from the First Letter to the John (John 17:20-23) 

Then, Jesus looked to heaven and said,
“I don’t pray for them alone. 
I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message,
that all may be one, 

SESSION VI
FAITH AND PUBLIC LIFE 

April 6, 2022 
12noon & 7pm EST
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as you, Abba, are in me and I in you;
I pray that they may be one in us,
so that the world may believe that you sent me. 
I have given them the glory you gave me
that they may be one, as we are one – I in them, you in me -- 
that they may be made perfect in unity. 
Then the world will know that you sent me,
And that you loved them as you loved me.”
The Word of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

WITNESS

A member of the community is welcomed and briefly introduced and given space 
to share on the topic. 

PREPARATORY PRAYER 

We have reflected on the Word of God and listened to our witness. We now take 
some moments of silence to pray with what we have heard. 

SMALL GROUPS (30 minutes)

At this time we will move into small groups to share what is arising for us from our 
own experience and in our prayer. There will be 4 or 5 of you in each group and you 
will have 30 minutes to share. Please allow space for all to speak without judgment 
or interruption. Here are some questions to guide your sharing:  

• What is your own experience of this particular issue?
• What is the impact of this situation on you? On the local community? On the 

Church? On the world? On God? 
• What might God be trying to communicate to us? 

OFFERING FEEDBACK 

Let us take a moment of silence to give thanks for one another’s generosity of shar-
ing and to lift up to our Loving God what we have heard. 
A moment of quiet prayer…

We have prayed and shared. In a spirit of hope and love, we invite you now to put 
into writing the thoughts, insights, and movements that you desire the Synod to 
receive from our community. 
Offer instructions of how they will do this.

Thank you for your generosity in sharing your prayerful feedback with our Church 
leadership. 

OFFICIAL PRAYER FOR THE SYNOD (slightly adapted)

Let us pray together the prayer for the synod process being undertaken throughout 
18
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ith

the world at Pope Francis’ request. 

We stand before You, Holy Spirit,
     as we gather together in Your name.
With You alone to guide us,
     make Yourself at home in our hearts;
Teach us the way we must go
     and how we are to pursue it.
Lead us from weakness and sin;
     do not let us promote disorder.
Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path
     nor partiality influence our actions.
Let us find in You our unity within diversity
     so that we may journey together to eternal life
     and not stray from the way of truth
     and what is right.
All this we ask of You,
     who are at work in every place and time,
     in the communion of our Creator and Redeemer,
     forever and ever.  Amen.

CLOSING RITE 

May the God of hope fill us with every joy in believing.
May the peace of Christ abound in our hearts and minds.
And may the Holy Spirit gift and guide us, now and always.   
Amen. 

Our Liturgy of the Word is now ended: Let us go in peace, 
giving glory to God by our lives. 
Thanks be to God.

CLOSING SONG: (optional)
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WHAT TO EXPECT NEXT

CELEBRATORY SEND OFF LITURGY OF THE WORD at 7PM EST

In preparation for our send off:

We will compile your discernment feedback into one document.  We will send that 
document to:

• All our participants
• The Synod of Bishops Office in Rome
• The Apostolic Nuncio
• The United States Catholic Conference of Bishops
• The Individual BIshops in the United States

When you receive the report, we encourage you to share it with others in your parish, com-
munity, and to send a personal note or schedule a visit with your bishop to share the most 
important insights.

Throughout the time of the Synodal Path, we will send you regular updates.  FutureChurch 
will also report from the 2023 Synod Gathering in Rome.

THANK YOU FOR JOINING US AND CATHOLICS 
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD IN THIS SACRED WORK, 
DISCERNING THE FUTURE OF THE CHURCH WE LOVE! 
 
MAY OUR WORK BE A BLESSING IN BUILDING THE 
KIN-DOM OF GOD!

CELEBRATORY
PENTECOST
SEND OFF 

June 5, 2022 
7PM EST
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