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Synodality Study:  
October 4, 11, & 18, 2022
Final Survey Responses
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PLEASE ANSWER 
THE FOLLOWING 
REGARDING YOUR 
EXPERIENCE IN 
THIS STUDY OF 
SYNODALITY.
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I am more confident that we can and
are shifting the culture of the Church

toward synodality where laity and
ordained share the responsibilities of…

I understand better what Pope Francis
has been trying to achieve in terms of

synodality.

I feel empowered and better equipped
to bring synodality, in some form, to my

own parish, community, or diocese.

I need more support and education in
order to be effective in promoting

synodality in my parish, community, or
diocese.

I have a plan or idea of how I can begin
or strengthen the process of synodality

in my parish, community, or diocese.

Strongly agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly disagree



Eighty-eight percent (88%) feel more 
confident that they can shift the culture of the 

Church toward synodality where laity and 
ordained share the responsibilities of 

discernment and decision making.
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One hundred percent (100%) better 
understand what Pope Francis is trying 

to achieve in terms of synodality.
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Seventy five percent (75%) feel better 
empowered and equipped to  bring 

synodality in some form to their parish, 
community or diocese.

Twenty three percent (23%) are neutral 
and 3% do not feel better empowered or 

equipped.
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Eighty percent (80%) said they need 
more education and support to 

advance synodality.  
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Sixty-one percent (61%) said they have 
a plan or an idea of how to begin or 
strengthen synodality in their parish, 

community, or diocese.
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What was the most important 
take-away from this three-
week study on synodality?
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The speakers were inspiring and 
experienced, not just teaching but 
living the change they advocate.  I 
relished the break-out groups, which 
have become more free, and true with 
each passing week.
I speak, first, of how I feel participating 
in the breakout groups.  We are 
learning to listen for the Spirit and to 
hear their presence . . . Today's group 
was special in giving a strong sense of 
affirmation to me personally and to the 
synodality process as already present in 
our lives in the faith.
• ~Participant response



Participant 
Response

Hearing directly from those involved in the hard work of 
putting structure and voice into the synodal movement.  
There was energy, enthusiasm and thoughtfulness 
involved.  I appreciated the theory as well as concrete 
examples.  I feel hopeful that the American church will not 
be left out, which concerned me because the USCCB did 
not enthusiastically support the synod process.
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Participant 
Response
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Discovering that the same 
themes that were emerging 
in local gatherings, including 
some in which I have 
participated, have made it 
through to the highest levels 
without apparently being 
censored.



What do you need to strengthen your 
own understanding and confidence in 

order to advance synodality in your 
parish, community, or diocese? 
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What do you 
need?
More experiences from 
those who are implementing 
the synod in their parish, 
place of work, etc. My parish 
council has initiated the 
conversation about 
formation for today's busy 
Catholic as an example. I 
think we need to be creative 
in this area and listen to how 
the members would best be 
served.
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I just need to link with others with the same 
vision or who want to be involved.  I am so 

energized by these presentations.

More sharing sessions. All of the others in my 
breakout group are really struggling. How can 

we support them?

A continuing ability to be in touch with what 
is being done in various places at the local 

level as well as the progress on the universal 
level.  I loved hearing that in some parishes, 

when they finished their synod discussions 
people said, "We should do this again next 

year."  They got the point.  



What do you 
need?
Perhaps a session on practical 
ways to promote synodality.

A course on Vatican ll.

Training and prayers.

I need to find people 
interested in  change and 
growth who are also listening 
to the Spirit to learn how to 
'spread the Gospel' in a 
diocese seemingly clinging to 
Vatican I. 
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A model outline/plan that enables us to 
approach our pastor and get this off the ground!

a 
A A A A sense of belonging elsewhere since I do 

not have that feeling here in my locality.

I need to Reconnect with a parish. I am connected 
to various catholic groups like Ignation Volunteer 

Corp and Pax Christi. I am also invloved with 
local Interfaith groups.  I need to be open to 

where the spirit leads me.  I'm sure I will play a 
role somewhere or maybe everywhere I find 

myself. 


