
SYNODALITY
A NEW WAY OF BEING CHURCH



PART III:  SYNODALITY AND THE LOCAL CHURCHES



CHAPTER 9

A synodal Church 
is a Church that 
listens.
~Pope Francis 



LISTENING
• Goes beyond personal 

conversation.

• Shapes relations among 
ecclesial subjects.

• Reconfigures Church 
organization and structures.

• Puts us into the presence of 
the Holy Spirit in this 
particular time and place

• Should lead to discerning 
our mission



• Is the first level where 
synodality is exercised
-Historic, linguistic, 
cultural links are 
particular
-Development of local 
liturgical, theological, 
and spiritual identities 
and modalities.

THE LOCAL 
CHURCH



THE SYNOD: COMMUNION 
PARTICIPATION, & MISSION

Aggiornamento (bringing up to 
date)

Thru the Synod, the Church wants to 
respond to the epochal ecclesial changes 
we are now experiencing (p. 106).

We recover the normativity of the local 
church as the starting point for 
discernment and decision making.



ECCLIPSING THE LOCAL CHURCH
• After Paul VI
• Progressive devaluation of local cultures as 

normative for re-interpreting tradition, theology, 
and faith.

• Theological-cultural homogenization of ecclesial 
forms

• Centralism prevails in governance and doctrinal 
development

• Pastor Bonus grants greater power to papal 
primacy, relativized Episcopal Conferences

• Curia produces its own theology limiting teaching 
function of bishops



THE DOCUMENTS 
RE-ASSERTING 
PAPAL PRIMACY & 
HOMOGENIZING 
THE UNIVERSAL 
CHURCH 

• Pastor Bonus (1988)– papal primacy 
• Apostolos Suos (1998) – limited bishops teaching 
function
• Instruction to Diocesan Synods (1997)– can only 
agree with Church’s doctrine or papal magisterium
• Extraordinary synod of 1985 – ecclesiological shift –
redefined relationships to hierarchical communion
• 1988, 1992, 1996, 2003

• Communionis Notio (1992) – declared the universal 
Church is an ontological pre-existing reality
• Walter Kasper warned it negated local churches, 

reinforced centralism of curia, eroded voice of 
episcopal conferences



CATHOLICITY MOVES IN A 
DIFFERENT DIRECTION…
IS  ROOTED IN THE LOCAL 
CHURCH

• To be Church is to be the 
People of God, incarnated in the 
peoples of the earth and their 
cultures.   The catholicity of the 
Church is enriched by the 
multifaceted manifestations of 
the particular Churches and their 
cultures. 
• ~IL from Amazon Synod 
(2019)



RECOVERING 
SYNODALITY
• Luchiani:  We need to 
affirm…the variety of local 
Churches – with their own 
ecclesiastical disciplines, 
liturgical rites, theological 
heritage, spiritual gifts, and 
canonical norms - ’is splendid 
evidence of the catholicity of the 
undivided Church.’





EVERYTHING THE CHURCH HAS TO OFFER MUST 
BECOME INCARNATE IN A DISTINCTIVE WAY IN EACH 

PART OF THE WORLD…

PREACHING MUST BECOME INCARNATE, 
SPIRITUALITY MUST BECOME INCARNATE, 

ECCLESIAL STRUCTURES MUST BECOME INCARNATE

(QUERIDA AMAZONIA 6)



LATIN AMERICAN CHURCH 
AS A SOURCE CHURCH
1955:  CELAM (Latin American Bishops Council) is created
1968: Medellin Conference

• Option for the Poor
2007:  Aparecida
• Jorge Bergolio has prominent role…as archbishop of 
Buenos Aires he headed the drafting committee for the 
final document of the Fifth General Conference of the 
Bishops of Latin America and the Caribbean, in 2007 in 
Aparecida, Brazil.
• The Aparecida document's call to renew the church's 
commitment to mission and discipleship in Latin America 
must be followed through by local churches, especially 
"in denouncing every form of discrimination and 
oppression, violence and exploitation that women suffer 
in various situations," the Pontifical Commission for Latin 
America's final document stated.
2018:  CELAM restructures  – The Pontifical Commission 
for LA calls for synod on women



2015 SYNOD STRUCTURES:  TWO 
PROPHETIC PIONEERING WOMEN



2022 SYNOD 
STRUCTURES



SYNODALITY
GOING FORWARD
• The local phase 
• The Continental Phase
• Now an extension of the 

worldwide phase

Pope Francis announced on Oct. 
16 that he is significantly 
expanding the timeframe for his 
ongoing consultation process 
for the world's Catholics. 
The Vatican meeting of the 
Synod of Bishops, originally 
planned for next year, will now 
be held across two sessions: 
one in October 2023, and 
another in October 2024.



DON’T GO DORMANT 
--- CARDINAL 
MCELROY

Luciani finishes his book much as he 
began by helping us to understand that 
“The clerical institution is one of the great 
structural obstacles to discovering the 
Gospel,” and that synodality, as old as the 
early church and as new as Pope Francis’ 
vision, must replace the old order so that 
the Gospel mission can be rightly 
discerned and carried out by the entire 
People of God in their own regions and 
cultures.   



SMALL GROUP DISCUSSIONS
1.  What struck you as important from Prof. Colberg’s presentation?

2.  What will stay with you regarding this book study?

3.  What more do you need by way of support to advance 

synodality?


