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Our Hidden Foremothers in Faith 

May 21, 2024

Prophets, Disciples, Defenders, Mothers, Patrons, Witnessess, Deacons, 
Evangelizers, Proclaimers  

Without their witness, where would we be? 

FutureChurch - Rita L. Houlihan 
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When men (and only men) selected readings for our Lectionary in 1966-1969 what were they 
thinking about women?  There’s a hint in a 1975 Vatican document. 

“The Role of Women in Evangelization of Peoples,” a 1975 document from the “Vatican Congregation for 
the Evangelization of Peoples” states: (“Amnesia”, Boisclair, p. 120)

• “Women are capable of giving themselves without counting the cost… The church can never thank them 
enough…”

• “Silence and contemplation, for which women are suited by nature, should find expression in liturgy and 
para-liturgy.” (1975 Vatican document cited by Boisclair, p. 120)

Regina Boisclair observes (Amnesia, p. 120): 
• “The Sunday lectionary emulates the silence the Vatican claims to be integral to women’s nature.” 

• “This silence discloses another premise of the androcentric hermeneutic set into the lectionary: the women 
from the early church are incidental.”

• “This silencing betrays a predisposition to assume that women in the church today are incidental.”

Reference: “Amnesia in the Catholic Sunday Lectionary: Women - Silenced from the Memories of Salvation History” (Regina Boisclair, 
Women and Theology, Orbis, 1994. 109-135)

Foundational Concepts – Our Roman Catholic Lectionary 
Women are Incidental



3

“The foundational principle for devising the RL (Roman Lectionary) was to provide readings that 
disclose the ‘mystery of Christ and salvation history,’  
• The RL’s “selections disclose that they assumed that, apart from giving birth to sons, women are 

marginal to the mystery of Christ and the history of salvation.” (“Amnesia”, p. 127)

“The Sunday lectionary is the only canon heard, read, preached, or studied by most churchgoing 
Catholics.”
• “When women … are silenced” in the RL, “the witness they provide in the Bible does not shape 

the inner experiences or the world of most Christians.”
• “When women and female images are marginalized in the lection, women are interpreted as 

marginal beings.”
• “When androcentric and patriarchal texts are emphasized … many Christians assume that 

patriarchy is a divinely designed social order.” (Amnesia, p. 115)

Reference: “Amnesia in the Catholic Sunday Lectionary: Women - Silenced from the Memories of Salvation History” 
(Regina Boisclair, Women and Theology, Orbis, 1994. 109-135)

Foundational Concept – Our Roman Lectionary
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“[W]hile lectionary readings are not the same as the canonical texts, they are 
designed to foster … a liturgical process, whereby 
• “Believing Christians enter into the stories and respond with an affirmation of faith.”

• The influence of Lectionary Readings extend: “… beyond the limits of public worship 
since many catechetical programs, parochial Bible studies, and popular guides for 
spiritual growth follow Sunday Lectionary selections. 

• Our Sunday RL readings are: “… the only Bible that is heard, read, preached, and 
studied by a substantial number of church-going Christians.”

Reference: St. Anselm Study Bible, Catholic Edition, p.83

With these ripple effects, the RL does much damage.  It is urgent to Include our 
Women Prophets, Deacons, Disciples / Apostles and Proclaimers!  

Foundational Concept – Our Lectionary (cont’d)
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Foundational Concepts – Social Invisibility
Social Invisibility of Women = Women were there, just not named or 
mentioned - Women were Disciples, Prophets, and Apostles. (See “Social 
Invisibility” Video by Carolyn Osiek, RSCJ  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6TeF9xP9Nd0) 

Women are lost in male plural pronouns and masculine terms:
• 14 Times Male Plural “Men, Brothers” addressed in Acts 
• Large groups are being addressed, women were probably there but, do not know for certain.  

Women can be lost in generic terms of Disciple, Apostle, Prophets: 
• When you hear “Disciples” Who do you see?  In John’s gospel, “disciples” includes women and 

men. In Luke 8:1-3 the women are presented as equal to “the Twelve”. 
• Ephesians 3:5 – “Mystery revealed by God’s apostles and prophets.” – Could include women –

Anna = a prophet (optional on a Sunday)  Junia = an Apostle (Romans 16:7 – only on a Saturday)  
• Jesus’ unique revelation to, and commissioning of Mary Magdalene (Jn 20:11-18) excluded from 

Easter and from all Sundays. 

Missing many women in our lectionary - “We are the Losers for that.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6TeF9xP9Nd0
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Social Invisibility of Women – Women were there, just not named or 
mentioned - Women were Disciples, Prophets, and Apostles

Examples: 
Women Disciples were Present for Jesus’ Predictions of his death and rising: 
• Angels at the tomb remind Mary Magdalene, Joanna, and Mary the Mother of James: “Remember 

how he told you … that the Son of Man must be … crucified, and on the third day rise again. Then 
they remembered his words” (Lk 24: 3-8)

• Points to Lk 9:18-22 and 43-45 where Jesus predicts his death and rising to “those close to him”. 
• Same in Mk 16:7 “just as he told you” à Mk 8:31 Jesus and his disciples present: “… the Son of Man 

must suffer greatly … and rise after three days.”
• Same in Mt 28:6b “he has been raised as he said” à Mt 16:13-21

At Last Super – A Seder, a family meal  
• In John 19:25-27 Jesus’ mother and his mother’s sister are present at the Cross on Friday
• They are in Jerusalem so would be at the Seder/Last Supper on Thursday (Jn 13:1-38)

Foundational Concepts Social Invisibility (cont’d)



The Last Supper by Irish artist Nora Kelly
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Social Invisibility of Women – Women were there, just not named or 
mentioned - Women were Disciples, Prophets, and Apostles

Examples: 

At Pentecost 
• Acts 1:13-14 “… they went to the upper room … All these devoted themselves with one accord to 

prayer, together with some women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.”
• Acts 2:1 “When the time for Pentecost was fulfilled, they were all in one place together.”

• John 20:18 “Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord,’ and what 
he told her.” 

• John 20: 19-23 “On the evening of that first day of the week … where the disciples were … Jesus 
came … ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ … he breathed on them and 
said to them, ‘Receive the holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive they are forgiven them, whomever you 
hold they are held fast.’”  (Transl., M. Coloe, Wisdom Commentary John 11-21, 523.) 

Foundational Concepts – Cont’d



Pentecost – John 20: 19-23
“The Great Commissioning”

“Disciples” in the Gospel of John included women and 
men from different groups and levels of society.

Elite hierarchy of “the Twelve Apostles” – Not in John’s 
Gospel.  Do not see “apostles” where they are not 
present! 

Thomas is referred to as “one of the Twelve” (20:24)  -
this does not mean that only eleven men were gathered in 
the room.

John 20:18 is a bridge to John 20:19 In 20:18, Mary 
Magdalene went to the same group in the same room.
(Francis Moloney, Sacra Pagina – John, 1998).

Significant Change in Biblical Scholarship – Widened 
the Range of Mary Magdalene’s Mission. (1998)
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Prophetic Anointing Woman in 3 Gospels and Women at the Cross in all 4 Gospels à
Usually read only 1 or 2 of these 7 significant scenes per year! 
o Palm Sunday Year A - Always omits Prophetic Anointing Woman (Mt 26:6-13). 
o May include the women at the cross, “Who had followed Jesus from Galilee and provided for him (or served with him) 

in Mt 27:55-56
o Short option – Mt 27:11-54 à Omits Prophetic Anointing Woman and Faithful Women from Galilee at the Cross 

• Palm Sunday Year B – Mark 14:1-15:47 or Short option 15:1-39
o Prophetic Anointing Woman à Optional (Mk 14:3-9) “Leave her alone, she has done what she could for me” 
o Irony of - “Told in remembrance of her.” When almost never read!
o Women at the Cross who Came up from Galilee à Optional (Mk 15:40-41)

• Palm Sunday Year C - Luke 22:14—23:56 or 23:1-49
o Luke does not have a Prophetic Anointing Woman pericope – his “sinner from the city” (7:36-50) is about love and 

forgiveness, not preparing Jesus for his death
o RL always includes Luke’s Women at the Cross (23:49). Why? There is a hint that men were there: “But all his 

acquaintances, including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things.”

• John 12:1-8 – Prophetic Anointing woman never read
• Women at the Cross John 19:25-27 – Good Friday, Years ABC 

Categories of Hidden Foremothers in All Four Gospels –
Rarely Seen on a Sunday - What We Would Gain! 
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Stories that feature Male Disciples in a good light appear in every variation 

o All four accounts of the Call of the first male disciples are read
o Four accounts of Peter’s Profession of Faith are presented as distinct readings
o But – Martha’s Christological Profession (Jn 11:27) is buried in long Lazarus reading (Jn 11:1-44) 

Sadly - Multipe versions of an Encounter between Jesus and a Woman => 
Only one is in the lectionary – What We Would Gain
o Hemmorrahging woman – initiative, took risk, was healed, Jesus praised her: “Daughter, your faith 

has made you well; go in peace…” Only Mark’s version(Mk 5:25-34) in RL. Not Mt 9:20-21 or Lk 8:42-48 

o Peter’s Mother-in-law: in Matt, Mark, Luke – only Mark 1:29-31 on a Sunday (5th Sun. Ord. Time, Year B)
o Healing of Canaanite woman’s daughter: hear Matthew (15:21), but not Mark 7:24-30.  
o A woman who persists with intelligence and convinces Jesus to change his view of the scope of his mission.  Only on 

20th Sunday Ordinary Time Year A – once in three years. 

o Widow contributed two coins – Paradigm for true devotion to God in Mk 12:41-44 & Lk 21:1-4 
Hear only Mark’s on 32nd Sunday, Ordinary time Year B  

Categories of Male Disciples in All Synoptics 
– We Hear All of Their Pericopes -
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Mary Magdalene – Only Disciple Commissioned alone by Risen Jesus (Jn 
20:17) and Proclaims “I have seen the Lord!” John 20:18 

Mark 16:9-11 –The Risen Jesus appears to Mary Magdalene, Commissions 
her. She proclaims to those still in mouring, but is not believed.  2nd c. 
addendum. Structure indicates a strong oral narrative tradition. 

Daughter of Abraham - Luke 13:10-17  - The woman bent over. Faithful at 
temple for all those years. Jesus honors her as “Daughter of Abraham” – a woman 
of long and steady faith, present despite her pain. Only healing miracle not on a 
Sunday.

Many more women are Never Present to us on a Sunday!  

Women Never on a Sunday  
What We Would Gain! 
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Never in the Lectionary 
Huldah – 2 Kings 22:14-20 and 2 Chronicles 34:22-28 (Claudia Camp John F. Weatherly Professor Emerita 
of Religion at Texas Christian University. https://jwa.org/encyclopedia/article/huldah-bible)

Prophet – “Go, inquire of the LORD for me, for the people, and for all Judah, concerning the words of this book 
that has been found; for great is the wrath of the LORD that is kindled against us, because our ancestors did not obey the 
words of this book, to do according to all that is written concerning us.”
14So the priest Hilkiah, Ahikam, Achbor, Shaphan, and Asaiah went to the prophetess Huldah the wife of Shallum son 
of Tikvah.

“Huldah is notable in that her prophetic words of judgment are centered on a written document: she authorizes 
what will become the core of Scripture for Judaism and Christianity. Her validation of a text thus stands as the first 
recognizable act in the long process of canon formation. Huldah authenticates a document as being God’s word, 
thereby affording it the sanctity required for establishing a text as authoritative, or canonical.”

Modern readers, unaccustomed to thinking of ancient women in positions of authority, may find Huldah’s story 
remarkable. The biblical evidence, however, makes clear that prophecy was a role open to women on an equal basis with 
men (other examples include Miriam, Deborah, and, in the New Testament, Anna)

The Roman Lectionary and Women 
What We Gain if Include – Hebrew Bible Women 1 

MM%20Advocates%20-%20Our%20Hidden%20Foremothers%2021-May-2024.pptx
https://jwa.org/encyclopedia/article/miriam-bible
https://jwa.org/encyclopedia/article/deborah-bible
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Puah and Shiphrah Midwives – Exodus 1: 15-22 sliced out of Reading Exod 1:8-14, 22 – on  
Monday of Week 15 of Ordinary Time, Year 1. https://jwa.org/encyclopedia/article/puah-bible

Extraordinary that they are given names - Other important female characters—Moses’ sister and 
mother, and Pharaoh’s daughter—are not named. 

Defied Pharaoh – did not kill Israelite male newborns. Deflected Pharaoh’s anger.  

Why were they singled out? The text implies they are mentioned because of their virtue in fearing 
God more than they feared Pharaoh. In the Hebrew Bible, the phrase “fear God” can mean “obey 
God’s ethical imperatives” (see Lev 19:14; Job 28:28). 

Shiphrah and Puah are rewarded by God with batim “houses.” Meaning of “houses” here is unclear. 
• Common interpretation => midwives are promised many progeny. 
• Possible that the woman are promised freedom from the “house” – i.e., responsibility for the Harem
• Or God is giving them “houses” like “House of David” – their own line of descendants 

The Roman Lectionary and Women 
What We Gain if Include – Hebrew Bible Women 2

MM%20Advocates%20-%20Hidden%20Foremothers%20V2%20-21-May-2024%20updated%2028-May-2024.pptx
https://www.sefaria.org/Leviticus.19.14?lang=he-en&utm_source=jwa.org&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Job.28.28?lang=he-en&utm_source=jwa.org&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
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Deborah, the Judge – Excluded 

Ruth – Excluded

Proverbs 31 - Woman of Worth: Partial reading misrepresents her as only a passive vine producing 
fruit for her husband. 33rd Sunday Ordinary Time, Year A  

“Miriam the Prophet” Exodus 15:20-21  – Easter Vigil sliced out of Exodus reading of escape 
through “Red Sea” Exodus 15:1-19  - we hear only “Moses’ song” and do not see Miriam the prophet, 
pick up a drum to lead the women in dance and song.  It’s just 2 verses and could easily be added! 

Mother of the Maccabees – “Most admirable and worthy of everlasting remembrance” (2 Mac 7:1-
41)
• Mentioned once in short reading 2 Macc:7:1-2, 9-14 32nd Sunday Ordinary Time, Year C
• Her role as teacher of the faith - not included 
• The mother’s steadfast support of sons as they are martyred – not included 
• Her own martyrdom – not included

The Roman Lectionary and Women 
What We Gain if Include – Hebrew Bible Women 2
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Examined Social Invisibility of Women in the New Testament 

Examined prominent women of the Hebrew Bible sliced out of the Sunday RL or 
optional

Now examine women omitted from Acts, Letters, Gospels

Focus on Mary Magdalene’s Role as Proclaimer –

Note: When the RL Silences Mary Magdalene it also Silences the Risen Jesus! 

The Roman Lectionary and Women 
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New Testament – Letters and Acts 
Only 2 of the 25 women named are on a Sunday – Mary the mother of Jesus and Chloe (1 Cor 1:11)
Exclude – Lydia, Phoebe, Junia, Prisca, Mary the mother of John Mark, Tabitha and more 

Phoebe the Deacon: Romans 16: 1-2 – Sliced out of a Saturday Reading – Significant Omission

16 I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a deacon[a] of the church at Cenchreae, 2 so that you may welcome her in the 
Lord as is fitting for the saints, and help her in whatever she may require from you, for she has been a benefactor of 
many and of myself as well.

• Phoebe is the only person named a Deacon in NT – Diakonos, male noun
• Probably Founder of Church at Cenchreae 
• Communion of Saints
• Benefactor – “Prostatis” – Part of Roman patronage system. Only time Paul refers to a “patron” positively
• Carried, Read and Explained Paul’s Letter to the Romans – Paul’s master treatise!  

References: “Women in the Ministry of Paul” by C. Osiek, RSCJ – monograph, FutureChurch website;
C. Osiek Catholic Women Preach reflection on Phoebe https://www.catholicwomenpreach.org/preacher/carolyn-
osiek

The Roman Lectionary - New Testament Women of 
Letters and Acts - What We Gain

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+16&version=NRSVCE
MM%20Advocates%20-%20Our%20Hidden%20Foremothers%2021-May-2024%20updated%2028-May-2024%20V2.pptx
MM%20Advocates%20-%20Our%20Hidden%20Foremothers%2021-May-2024%20updated%2028-May-2024%20V2.pptx
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Only 2 of the 25 women named in the Letters and Acts appear on a Sunday –
Exclude – Lydia, Phoebe, Junia, Prisca and more 

Prisca – Appears Only in a Saturday Reading of Romans 16
3Greet Prisca and Aquila, who work with me in Christ Jesus, 4 and who risked their necks for my life, to whom not only I 
give thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles. 5Greet also the church in their house.
• Named before her husband
• Church at their home
• “who work with me (Paul)” – high honor
• Risked their necks 
• I and all the churches of the Gentiles give thanks 

Lydia – First Christian Baptized in Europe - Acts 16:11-15, 40.  Weekday reading
• Head of Household. Hosted a gathering of “seekers”.  
• Listened and welcomed Paul to her home in Philippi
• Entire household converted 

The Roman Lectionary - New Testament Women of 
Letters and Acts - What We Gain (cont’d)
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St. Mary Magdalene – Two most significant texts are omitted from Sundays or optional 

Luke 8:1-3 – Introduces Mary Magdalene, Joanna, and Susanna and “many others” traveling and 
serving with Jesus, equal to “the Twelve” –
• Optional to add to Luke 7:36-50 – “Sinner from the City” who washed Jesus’ feet with her tears.   
• Pope Gregory I conflated Anonymous sinner with Mary Magdalene.   Not a good idea to combine 

the readings.  

John 20:10-18  - Never on Easter Sunday or any Sunday - Significant Omission. 
• First Appearance of the Risen Jesus to one Disciple 
• Called by name – A Covenant Exchange of Names Commissioned
• Commissioned to Proclaim Easter invitation – “Go Tell, … I am going to my Father and your 

Father”
• Mary Magdalene Proclaims, “I have seen the Lord!”
• This stunning passage is never heard by 99% of Catholics –

When the RL Omits Lk 8:1-3 and John 20: 10-18 it Silences Jesus and 
Marginalizes His Chosen Resurrection Witness

The Roman Lectionary - New Testament Women of 
The Gospels - What We Would Gain (cont’d)
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Healed Experienced Jesus’ healing power in her own person*. Jesus cured her of seven demons, i.e., an 
internal or psychological illness. !"#"$%&"'($)%*%+(',-"."%/())"))0($%
123%)4"%0)%53('5$%67--8%9").(:";%.(%<":)"-=>%

Disciple, Privileged Witness and Leader Mary Magdalene ministered with Jesus from the 
start in Galilee. Witnessed all he did and all he taught. (see Lk 8:1-3, Mt 27:55-56, Mk 15:40-41)

Only witness named at each of !"#$%&'()#$%&)'%*%+$#, - $.%'#/00%&1+23'$.%'
4%"$.3'$.%'5/&1"63'$.%'%(7$)'$8(53'"+4'$.%'&%#/&&%9$%4':8&4'&%$/&+%4'$8'.1#'
8;+ <=>>

*S. Schneiders, Boston College Lecture, July 2013  **Sandra Schneiders, Written That You May Believe
(Crossroad Publishing, 2003. 223)

Mary Magdalene in Christian Scripture - Not in Legends 
“Prophet par excellence, disciple and apostle of the Risen One.”
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First Commissioned !"#$%"&'()*#+,-.%%,&!)"/#
By the Risen Jesus - in His Name and with His Authority, “I am going to my Father and your Father, to my God 
and your God.”(Jn 20:17) “!"#$%$&'#()%*+'+,&-#.(%/.0+$%-.%1$2%&$%#-%3#3%-.%-"+%4#*$-%3#$/#5,+$2%
-"*.1)"%-"+%6.*3%.4%&%6.0&(%7+&*#()%6#-(+$$89::

;%<&0+$=%&(3%>8%?#,'+*$-+#(=$%5&#(-#()$%@A<+$1$%B.00#$$#.($%>&*C%>&)3&,+(+9%

!"#$%&%'&(#')*+",&-.$/##.)%"'0& AD%"&'+%$++(%-"+%;.*398%Fulfilled her commission. C*+",.1&
%2.A/*+3+(-#&,%4.*01,&%.4%&(%&5.$-,+”. By late 2nd C. in the West  - “Apostle of the Apostles”, in the 
East  - “Equal to the Apostles”***

;%<&0+$%&(3%>8%E+&13+--+=$%A>&*C%>&)3&,+(+%F*./,&#0$%-"+%G+$1**+/-#.(9%%

**Sandra Schneiders, Written That You May Believe
(Crossroad Publishing, 2003. 223) *** C. Osiek, Boston College Lecture, July 2011

Mary Magdalene in Christian Scripture - Not in Legends 
“Prophet par excellence, disciple and apostle of the Risen One.”
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V. 10 - Peter and Beloved leave in silence; Mary Magdalene is alone at the tomb again.
V. 11 – Mary Magdalene stays, weeping. Her deep sorrow (“<,4/.()4 ”) fills and overwhelms 
her (Schneiders, WTYMB – 216). 

- She has come to mourn and honor Jesus!"#$%&"'$(")*+',"&-+.%& . Jesus had a full Jewish 
burial in John 19:38-42.

- She looks into the tomb /0-%%*&"+'12!"The same Greek word for “peer” is in the “Canticle of 
Canticles” (2:9) in the Septuagint (Greek version of the Hebrew Bible).

- 3%4+'5&"6"7#$ .%'(8*9"685+%'.%"$:";$'$*%5"<46,%"$:"=*+5%">?$"&$8,?("?%*"
)*+5%,*$$4">+(?$8("&($--+', . (Schneiders, WTYMB, 217)  @?%"A%>"<&*6%B"

ART - “MM Weeps at the Tomb as Peter and the Beloved Walk Away”
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The Gardener and New Creation – John 
20:14-15

¥ V. 15 Mary Magdalene thinks Jesus is the 
gardener. Some criticize her misperception as a 
“lack of faith”. (Moloney, Lewis)

¥ Mary Magdalene is not mistaken – Jesus is the 
gardener; sowing seeds of faith (Schneiders & 
Coloe)

¥ The Garden of the Tomb ! Reminds us of Eden 
in Genesis – This Will be the site of a New 
Creation. John is the only gospel with the Tomb in 
a Garden. (Coloe)

¥ V. 15 Jesus’s first post-Resurrection Words are 
Words of Compassion: Woman Why are you 
weeping?

¥ Reflection Question:  Is that important to you?

¥ ART – M. Silverstein: “Woman Why Are You 
Weeping? Whom do you Seek?” (What do you see? 
Who is seeking?  Who is planting? )



The Gardener and New Creation – John 
20:14-15 – Alternative Portrayal

¥ V. 15 Mary Magdalene thinks Jesus is the 
gardener. Some criticize her misperception as a 
“lack of faith”. (Moloney, Lewis)

¥ Mary Magdalene is not mistaken – Jesus is the 
gardener; sowing seeds of faith (Schneiders & 
Coloe)

¥ The Garden of the Tomb ! Reminds us of Eden 
in Genesis – This Will be the site of a New 
Creation. John is the only gospel with the Tomb in 
a Garden. (Coloe)

¥ V. 15 Jesus’s first post-Resurrection Words are 
Words of Compassion: Woman Why are you 
weeping?

¥ Reflection Question:  Is that important to you?

¥ ART – M. Silverstein: “Woman Why Are You 
Weeping? Whom do you Seek?” (What do you see? 
Who is seeking?  Who is planting? )
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o “Seeing Jesus is of supreme importance in post-resurrection 
faith. It means far more than mere sense perception. It 
implies understanding and believing. Mary’s proclamation …, 
‘I have seen the Lord,’ speaks of a life-transforming 
experience.”(S. Lewis, SJ – 100-101)

o “Mary [Magdalene] was not capable of understanding the words 
of the a!"#$%&as the scene at the tomb began (vv. 12–13), but as 
it closes, she becomes the messenger, announcing 
('!"#$%()' ) the words of Jesus to the [other] disciples (v. 18)

o Another foundational character from the earliest Christian 
community has journeyed from the darkness of unfaith 
through a partial faith into perfect belief.” (Moloney, 527)

¥ Reflection Questions:
o How can we “see” Jesus in the 21st century? 
o How can I seek the risen Jesus? What do I do when I encounter 

frustrations and even darkness as I seek?  
o Was Mary Magdalene a real missionary, a real “apostle”? 
o What does it mean to you that Mary Magdalene was a 

“foundational character” of the earliest Christian community? 

o Art – Laura James, for Rita L. Houlihan, 2021
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Seven Primary Roles of Mary Magdalene Direct and Indirect References* 
Disciple and Patron from the start of Jesus’s Galilean 
Ministry; with him to the end and after the Resurrection

Lk 8:1-3, Mt 27:55-56, Mk 15:40-41, Lk 23:49, Lk 23:53-56. 
John 20:18 points to John 20:19-29 

Leader of the women disciples who traveled and served 
with Jesus. Present for his core teachings and predictions of 
his death and rising

Lk 8:1-15; 9:18-22 & 9:43-45 pointed to by Lk 24:6-8; Mk 8:31, 
9:30-32 pointed to by Mk 16:7b; Mt 16:13-21, 17:21-22 pointed 
to by Mt 28:6  

Privileged Witness: Only named disciple who experienced 
Jesus’ healing power in her own person

Luke 8:2, Mark 16:9 (Addendum)

Faithful Presence to Jesus at the Cross Mt 27:55-56, Mk 15:40, Lk 23:49, Jn 19:25-27

Leader of the Women Witnesses at  Jesus’ Burial and the 
Empty Tomb on Easter

Mt 27:61, Mk 15:46-47, Lk 23:55-56, Mt 28:1-2, Mk 16:1-4, Lk 
24:1-3, Jn 20:1

First Commissioned/Authorized to Proclaim the 
Resurrection:

¥ by the Risen Jesus 
¥ by an Angel 

Mt 28:9-10, Mk 16:9 Jn 20:17 

Mt 28:2-7, Mk 16:5-8. (in Lk 24:1-12 the women told the others 
on their own initiative) 

First to Proclaim the Resurrection  Jn 20:18, Mk 16:10 (Addendum), Lk 24:9-10 & attested to in 
Lk 24:22-24. 

*Indirect References are texts in which Mary Magdalene 
and the other women are not named, though other “indicator 
texts” point to texts that reveal they were present.



FOR DISCUSSION 

What is your experience of the Lectionary? 

Has it strengthened your faith? How?

Where has it caused doubts/concerns? 

What are your hopes for the Lectionary?
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