
The Feast of St. Mary Magdalene
Easter Joy As Resistance

Dr. Nontando Hadebe
Preacher

Lisa Frey 
Martha Ligas

Leaders

Hosted by FutureChurch  
July 22, 2026 | 7:00 pm ET

Called By Name (detail) © Laura James for Rita L. Houlihan/FutureChurch, 2021. 



Introductory Rites

Litany of Lament:			   After each invocation, respond
					     R : We bring this to the tomb and to our God.	

Opening Song:			   Siyahamba (We Are Marching)		  South African			 

Introductory Remarks
Opening Prayer



Liturgy of the Word

First Reading:					    Isaiah 61:1–3				    The Inclusive Bible		

Collage of Readings on Joy:

◊		 A reading from “Migrant Joy as an Act of Resistance” by Maritza Félix.
◊		 A reading from “Touch and See” by Maureen Rasmussen
◊		 A reading from “Black Joy: Resistance, Resilience, and Reclamation” by Elaine Nichols
◊	  A reading from “What is the point of joy when the world is so bad?” by Rev. Lizzie McManus Dail.

Gospel Acclamation:				    Alleluia! Give the Glory		  Ken Canedo	

Gospel:					     John 20:1-18				    The Inclusive Bible
Preaching:					     Dr. Nontando Hadebe			

Anointing and Embodiment Ritual

Invitation to personal reflection:	 Where is joy most needed in your life? In our world? 
					     How might you embrace and embody this joy?
		
Blessing the Oil:			   Please extend your hands in blessing over the oil...

Anointing:				    “[Name], you are called by name.  
					     Let your joy be resistance.” 

Call & Response:			   After each invocation, raise your hand in the air and respond,
					     R : Is resistance!

https://www.niemanlab.org/2025/12/migrant-joy-as-an-act-of-resistance/
https://maxwellkuzma.substack.com/p/touch-and-see-trans-catholic-joy?utm_source=post-email-title&publication_id=1750862&post_id=166500901&utm_campaign=email-post-title&isFreemail=false&r=2lfpq8&triedRedirect=true&utm_medium=email
https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/stories/black-joy-resistance-resilience-and-reclamation
https://revlizzie.substack.com/p/what-is-the-point-of-joy-when-the


Closing Rites

Sending Forth:		  Leader:	 Go proclaiming in word and action that love is alive,
						      that justice is rising, that resurrection is already unfolding.
				    All:	 	 R : Thanks be to God!

Closing Song:			   Avulekile Amasango (The Gates Have Been Opened)		 Traditional Zulu

Avulekile amasango (Yebo kunjalo kunjalo kunjalo)
Yebo kunjalo kunjalo kunjalo
Yebo kunjalo kunjalo kunjalo

Iyoho amen

Avulekile amasang’ezulu  
(Yebo kunjalo kunjalo kunjalo)

Ezulwini (Yebo kunjalo kunjalo kunjalo)
Yebo kunjalo kunjalo kunjalo

Iyoho amen

Thina siphum‘emnqamlezweni  
(Yebo kunjalo kunjalo kunjalo)

Sithethelw’izono (Yebo kunjalo kunjalo kunjalo)
Ngegazi lakhe (Yebo kunjalo kunjalo kunjalo)

Iyoho amen

Thina siphum‘emnqamlezweni  
(Yebo kunjalo kunjalo kunjalo)

Sithethelw’izono (Yebo kunjalo kunjalo kunjalo)
Ngegazi lakhe (Yebo kunjalo kunjalo kunjalo)

Iyoho amen

Iyohoho Iyohoho ho uh ho
Hai hai hai, hai hai
Hai hai hai, hai hai
Hai hai hai, hai hai

Iyoho ho ho ho ho ho amen

One love
One heart

Let’s get together and feel alright

Avulekile amasang’ezulu (Hai hai hai, hai hai)
Asezulwini (Hai hai hai, hai hai)

Hai hai hai, hai hai
Iyoho ho ho ho ho ho amen

Thina siphum‘emnqamlezweni (Hai hai hai, hai hai)
Sithethelw’izono (Hai hai hai, hai hai)

Hai hai hai, hai hai
Iyoho ho ho ho ho ho amen

Thank you for joining us!
We look forward to seeing you again soon.
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https://youtu.be/amiMKEO1RGk?si=QAlT172wkX4GnYzg

